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It is illegal to place a car, boat, snowmobile, 
etc. battery in the garbage.  By State law, 
businesses that sell lead-acid batteries are 
required to accept up to five used ones at no 
charge. 

Know Your Batteries! 

Lithium, button, and rechargeable nickel cad-
mium (Ni-Cd) batteries are toxic and should 
not be placed in the garbage.  Use the battery 
box or bring them to the Recycling Zone. 

Household  Batter ies  

Rechargeable  & Button Bat ter ies  

Vehic le  Batter ies  

Sustainability Tip of the Month 

Non-rechargeable alkaline and carbon zinc 
(heavy duty) batteries may be placed in the 
garbage.  They no longer contain hazardous 
material.  They do not need to be recycled. 

City of Burnsville 

Invest in rechargeable  
batteries.  
Over its useful life, each re-
chargeable battery may substi-
tute for hundreds of single-use 
batteries. And, all rechargeable 
batteries are recyclable. While 
they may cost more up front, 
they'll save money in the long 
run because they last longer 

How to get the most out 
of rechargeable batteries 
1. Follow the charging 

guidelines provided by 
the manufacturer 

2. Let a discharged battery 
cool (or warm) to room 
temperature before re-
charging 

3. Recharge batteries only 
when they are near to 
fully discharged.   

People use more and more household batteries.  The average person owns about two button batteries, 
ten normal  (A, AA, AAA, C D 9V, etc) batteries and throws out about eight household batteries per 
year.  About three billion batteries are sold annually in the US.   

Some batteries contain no harmful materials and other batteries 
do.  Please take the time to know the difference.   
 
There are boxes for battery and cell phone recycling at city build-
ings.  Please contact Gary Novotny or Paul Turgeon for their lo-
cations.    
 
If you want to recycle batteries from home you can bring them to 
the Dakota County Recycling Zone located in Eagan: 
www.co.dakota.mn.us/EnvironmentRoadsRecyclingZone/
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