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GRANT TO PROVIDE MORE THAN $1 MILLION

TO FUND FOUR NEW FIREFIGHTER/PARAMEDICS
Council Approves ‘Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response’ (SAFER) Grant

The Burnsville Fire Department will add four new firefighter/paramedics to their ranks in the coming
months, thanks to a $1.12 million grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

On Sept. 20, the Burnsville City Council accepted the ‘Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response’ (SAFER) grant from FEMA. This federal grant is meant to provide funding directly to local
fire departments to help them increase or maintain their front-line personnel.

The grant will cover the base salaries and benefits of four new firefighter/paramedics during the
grant performance period of two years. Through rotating shifts, the new firefighter/paramedics will
provide the department with another emergency response unit 12-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week
during peak emergency call time.

While the City is not required to match funds under this grant, the Fire Department will look to
purchase an additional emergency response vehicle over the next two years. This purchase, along
with additional “pre-employment” items such as background checks, physicals, uniforms and
personal protective equipment are not covered by the grant.

After the two-year grant performance period, the City Council will have the opportunity to continue
funding the new peak demand unit. Annual operating costs for this unit (after the grant period ends)

is estimated at $660,000 for salary, benefits, training and equipment.

“With the additional staff and emergency response unit, we will be able to respond even more
effectively to our residents during peak times of the day,” said Burnsville Fire Chief B.J. Jungmann.

For more information on the Burnsville Fire Department visit www.burnsville.org/fire.
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