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On Aug. 23, 1961, Township of Burnsville residents
learned that their neighbor to the north - the

City of Bloomington - had voted to annex the
township’s largest source of tax revenue, the
Black Dog Power Plant.



CROWD jammed into the Burns-
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Two days later, nearly 500 0
Burnsville residents flocked
to the town hall to protest
what many described as a
“land grab” that would have
a significant negative impact
on Burnsville, and northern
Dakota County.
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PLAINTIVE POSTER carried by a Burnsville woman ex-
presses a current lament of residents in the Dakota county
township. Hearings will be held on the proposed merger of
Bloomington and Burnsville the ‘week of Oct. 9,
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Over the next two-and-
a-half years, the “Battle

for Black Dog” waged on

in courtrooms - until April
1964, when the Minnesota
Supreme Court ruled in favor
of Burnsville. Two months
later, Burnsville officially

n f.mm the st. Pnl Dispatch, shows what hap-
ican” city of Bloomington hopped across the
and the 159 tract itain

became an incorporated City

the
largest municipality

ing the Black Dog plant of Northern States Power Co.
township of Burnsville to join with Bloomington to make up the

— in area — in Minnesota.

It also invited

(referred to as the Village of
Burnsville at the time).
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Burnsvillians 'Burned’
Over Black Dog Move
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
In Supreme Court

Town oF BurNsviLLE, Dakota County, Minnesota; and
WaLLAOE DAY, CHARLES FISOHER, ROGER RICHARDSON,
individually and as members of the Town Board of the
Town of Burnsville; and HeLuN DrANGSTVEIT,
Plaintiffs-Respondents,
V8.

Crry oF BLOOMINGTON ; GorpON MIKLETHUN, as Mayor
of the City of Bloomington ; CARL ONISCHUK, as Auditor
of Dakota County, Minnesota; A. A, MarscH, as Treas-
urer of Dakota County, Minnesota; THoMAS MALLERY,
as Assessor of Dakota County, Minnesota; Henry G.
Ga THR, a8 C of Dakota County, Minne-
sota; JEROME AKIN, as Commissioner of Dakota County,
Minnesota; RAy DriscoLr, as Commissioner of Dakota
County, Minnesota ; L. W. WAcHTLER, as Commissioner
of Dakota County, Minnesota ; and Joun Sprrr, as Com-
missioner of Dakota County, Minnesota,
Defendants-Appellants,

BRIEF OF RESPONDENTS

GRANNIS & GRANNIS
F. J. 8chult Building
South 8t. Panl, Minnesota
Davin L, Grannis, Jg.
Vaner B. Grannis, Ji.
Attmys for Respondents

wuuﬂn = Rewew Publissing Co., 141 E. Slk 51, St Pal 1, Mina, —  CAsltal 2.2700



Burnsville Will Fight, Throngs
Protest Grabbing Of Black Dog
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The Burnsville Township board of commissioners met in August 1961 to map strategy to deal with Bloomington's attempt to annex 160
acres from Burnsville Township, acquiring a large chunk of the river va%);ﬁand Northern States Power’s Black Dog Power Plant in the

process. The plant was providing 75 percent of the township’s tax base.

civic groups were formed to stop Bloomington’s actions.



Early City Government

Having won the Supreme
Court Battle for Black
Dog, Burnsville residents
voted on June 17, 1964,
and the Village officially

incorporated the next day.

Becoming an incorporated
City meant developing an

official City Government.

THE COUNCIL of the village of Burnsville at a recent council| council

Burnswlle Village Government
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BURNSVILLE VILLAGE personnel at work at the village |heating Inspector; Joe Connelly, sewer and water mainten

hall. They are from left: Fran Gaston, assessment clerk; | man: Ralph Ackerm: pervisor;
Charles Christensen, assessor; Evelyn Kijos, secrefary; Sivert i BEEAH. Wi ANd Wt m : At

Hendrickson, bullding Inspector; John Hiebert, plumbing and

Kalmoe, receplionist-secretary and Arlene Sykes, clerk-typlst

R - e .
mee i lmm left: Carltes ts, Gorden Mackman, Chlfkl
McDenald, John D. \ln chard Breoks. Not DI!IK‘
are chairman Donald Lodge and David Pomerenke.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION in the ﬂu;l! is made up of
seven men appointed by the council to serve three year rotating

terms, They meet twice menthly on the second and last
Tuesdays. Shown are the commission members at a recent

ir of each month al

meeting is from left: Deanne Anderson, council secretary, Clerk| the village hall. The members of the countil are also active

Michael O’Connor, Trustee Warren Kelly, Mayor Roger Rich-

ardson, Trustees Ray Connelly and Charles Wahlberg.

on various working commitiees in village gowvernment,

Pictured above are members of Burnsville’s Village Council after the November
election of 1964. Not pictured is trustee William Dolan, who was elected to the first
Village Council after incorporation in July 1964, but was defeated by Wahlberg in the
November election. Patrick McInnis became Burnsville’s first City Manager in 1965.



Burnsville’s original Town Hall was located on County
Road 5 in the Ames Construction Building. In 1967, a
new Village Hall (pictured below) was built at 1313

E. Highway 13 (the current location of Eden Baptist
Church). The current City Hall and Police Station at
100 Civic Center Parkway was completed in 1989.

You Win a Pony!
During the 1965 Dakota County Fair, young James Gergen
(center) was the lucky recipient of a new pony - simply by
holding a ticket that corresponded W|th the number on
the float on which the pony
was riding!

Presenting the pony is then
Minnesota Governor

Karl Rolvaag (left), and
Burnsville’s first Mayor

Roger Richardson (right).




Burnsville Aerial - 1964



Early Public Safety
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New Pohce Car B

With growth |
came aneed |
for police and
fire service.

II’I(.?I'UB.ED BY THE new police car are Patrolman Rademacher, Lt. French, Police Chief
| Farrell, and Patrolman Goodspeed. The car was ];weunﬂy purchased and equipped throngh
'.illen's Garage in Savage and is a 1965 Dodge. This makes imu- vehicles operated by the

|Burnsville police_department,

In July 1964, former Minneapolis Police Inspector
Ed Farrell was hired as Chief to start the new City’s
Police Department.

Chief Ed Farrell, Rich Radermacher, Tom Ludford



A photo of the 1967 Burnsville Police Department.

Front Row: Vic Anderson, Mimi Christenson, Ed
Farrell (Chief)

Back Row: Paul Anselmin,
Rich Radermacher, Mike DuMoulin,
Jay Butler, Dean Brown, Leon Cheney,

Don Love, Ken Bentfield, Ace Goodspeed,
Tom Ludford



~ BURNSVILLE

APRIL 25 , 1968 Burnswlle Office Telephone 890- 2530 DAKOTA COUNTY TRIBUNE
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mony Wednesday were, from left, Bob

MlhaleMtI Ed Giles, Sievert Hendrickson, Stan

Le old, Ralph Brown, Jim Gibbish, Joe Connel elly, Bob Berube,
nd John Hiebert.

SWEARING-IN ceremony for the new Burnsville fire
mtwa held Wednesday of last week, Al IghtClkl.eli
A.nd on administers oath for the charter members of the

ill fire dptmntwhihi wtakigtli; The
fl thtlnx equipment will arrive late this year, Firemen

Until 1968, Burnsville’s fire service was provided by
the Savage volunteer Fire Department.

As the need for fire protection grew, Burnsville
began the experiment of a “Public Safety
Department,” in which members were trained in
both police and fire protection.




The experiment
lasted for 13
years, until the
Public Safety
Department
was separated
into individual
Police and Fire
Departments

in 1981.

Public Safety
Officers worked
rotating shifts
between
police and fire
work. Rather
than typical
uniforms,
officers wore
dark blue
blazers, shirts,
ties and French
blue pants!




Early Business &
Development

As a new and | e TR e
rapidly growing '
City, Burnsville’s
first City Councils
made planning
for the future

a high priority.
The 1965
Comprehensive
Guide Plan
called for new
Zzoning maps

to prepare for
future growth,
regulations on
subdivisions,
laws regarding
street development and utilities, a long-range
budget plan and active citizen participation.




Burnsville’s population more than doubled from
8,054 in 1964, to 19,940 by 1970. This was due to
ample open space available for both residential and
commercial developments.

BURNSVILLE
INDUSTRIES

The commercial and industrial firms at
the left are identified below. They are a
representative selection from among about
100 businesses located in Burnsville.

1. Full Color Corporation
2. River Ridge Office Building
3. Northwestern States Portland Cement
4, Burnsville Lumber Company
5, Leal Construction Company
6. Polar Homes, Inc.
7. The Embassy Restaurant
8. Reese Associates, Inc.
9. Astleford, M. G., Co. Inc.
10. Northland Concrete Company
11. Burnsville Bowl
12, Minnesots Body & Equipment, Inc,
13. Medical Center
14, Juck's Restauramt — Park N Shop
15. Minnesota Valley Asphalt Plani
and Construction Company
16. Burnsville Apartments
17. Twin City Liquid Feed, Inc.
18. Pan Coatings, Inc.
19. Morthwestern Bell Telephone Co.
20. Manders Diesel Repair
21. LeHigh Portland Cement Co,
22. Burnsville Medical Center
and Professional Building
23, Knox Lumber Co.
24. Abdallah Candies
25, Burnsville Office Park
26. Edward Kramer & Sons, Inc.
Sand and Gravel
27. Martin Donely Camping Center
28. Herbies Warrior Club
and Office Building
29. Reigger Roadways, Inc.

Business also boomed in Burnsville in the 1960s -
from the Valley Ridge Mall, the first shopping mall
south of the river, to Abdallah Candies and Ames
Construction, which still call Burnsville home - more
than 100 businesses located in Burnsville by 1970.



Valley Ridge Mall
1963



Early Parks

Burnsville’s Park system expanded rapidly after
incorporation. The first Park Commission was
established in 1964, the same year as the first City
Park (Heights Park, still in existence at 139th Street
and Shelley Lane) was dedicated.

STEVENS ROAD

SCOTT STREET

SINGLE | FAMILY SINGLE| FAMILY

SHELLEY LANE
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BURNSVILLE  HEIGHTS  PARKe- Burnsyile, Minnesots

MIDWEST  PLANNING & RESEARCH, INC - LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTS - MINNEAPOLIS

BURNSVILLE HEIGHTS PARK 7 Acres

Existing facilities - $45,622 with the complete development
for all 18 parks will provide:
1 Hockey
1 General Skating 1 Slo-Pitch Pathways
1

Warming House 1 Little League 15 Parking
1 Little League 1 Hockey 1 Warming House
1 75" Bassball 1 General Skating Site Grading
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THE PARK PLAN FOR

BURNSVILLE V4P 4

The first parks bond
referendum vote took
place in 1966. Voters
approved $585,000
for the purchasing
and development

of 822 acres of park
land. An additional
$526,000 Federal
Grant allowed the City
to establish a number
of parks people still
enjoy today.




In 1969, Burnsville commissioned an extensive Park
System Analysis, and in 1970, voters approved bond
sales for more than $4 million for the purchase and
development of more park land, the building of the
Burnsville Ice Center, and the development of an 18-
hole golf course (which never came to fruition.)

25 NEW PARK AREAS will offer varied tecromtlons! apope for eoerymme!
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As part of the 1969 analysis, Burnsville’s “ultimate
population” was estimated to reach 100,000. The
City also revised its park plan to acquire 20 acres
of parks for every 1,000 residents. While Burnsville
never neared its 100,000 population mark, the City
currently has more than 30 acres of parks (1,750
acres spanning 76 parks) of park land per 1,000
residents.
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An aerial photo of Keller Lake
in the 1960s, which would become
Burnsville’s Lac Lavon Park.



