
City of Burnsville’s 50th Anniversary

Burnsville’s Early History as an 
Incorporated City



The Battle for Black Dog

On Aug. 23, 1961, Township of Burnsville residents 
learned that their neighbor to the north – the 
City of Bloomington – had voted to annex the 
township’s largest source of tax revenue, the 
Black Dog Power Plant.



Two days later, nearly 500 
Burnsville residents flocked 
to the town hall to protest 
what many described as a 
“land grab” that would have 
a significant negative impact 
on Burnsville, and northern 
Dakota County.



Over the next two-and-
a-half years, the “Battle 
for Black Dog” waged on 
in courtrooms – until April 
1964, when the Minnesota 
Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of Burnsville. Two months 
later, Burnsville officially 
became an incorporated City 
(referred to as the Village of 
Burnsville at the time).



1961



Early City Government
Having won the Supreme 
Court Battle for Black 
Dog, Burnsville residents 
voted on June 17, 1964, 
and the Village officially 
incorporated the next day. 

Becoming an incorporated 
City meant developing an 
official City Government.

Pictured above are members of Burnsville’s Village Council after the November 
election of 1964. Not pictured is trustee William Dolan, who was elected to the first 
Village Council after incorporation in July 1964, but was defeated by Wahlberg in the 
November election. Patrick McInnis became Burnsville’s first City Manager in 1965.



Burnsville’s original Town Hall was located on County 
Road 5 in the Ames Construction Building. In 1967, a 
new Village Hall (pictured below) was built at 1313 
E. Highway 13 (the current location of Eden Baptist 
Church). The current City Hall and Police Station at 
100 Civic Center Parkway was completed in 1989.

You Win a Pony!
During the 1965 Dakota County Fair, young James Gergen 
(center) was the lucky recipient of a new pony – simply by 
holding a ticket that corresponded with the number on 
the float on which the pony 
was riding!

Presenting the pony is then 
Minnesota Governor 
Karl Rolvaag (left), and 
Burnsville’s first Mayor 
Roger Richardson (right).



Burnsville Aerial – 1964



Early Public Safety

In July 1964, former Minneapolis Police Inspector 
Ed Farrell was hired as Chief to start the new City’s 
Police Department.

With growth 
came a need 
for police and 
fire service. 



A photo of the 1967 Burnsville Police Department. 

Front Row:  Vic Anderson, Mimi Christenson, Ed 
Farrell (Chief)

Back Row:  Paul Anselmin, 
Rich Radermacher, Mike DuMoulin, 
Jay Butler, Dean Brown, Leon Cheney, 
Don Love, Ken Bentfield, Ace Goodspeed, 
Tom Ludford



Until 1968, Burnsville’s fire service was provided by 
the Savage volunteer Fire Department. 

As the need for fire protection grew, Burnsville 
began the experiment of a “Public Safety 
Department,” in which members were trained in 
both police and fire protection.  



The experiment 
lasted for 13 
years, until the 
Public Safety 
Department 
was separated 
into individual 
Police and Fire 
Departments  
in 1981.

Public Safety 
Officers worked 
rotating shifts 
between 
police and fire 
work. Rather 
than typical 
uniforms, 
officers wore 
dark blue 
blazers, shirts, 
ties and French 
blue pants! 



Early Business & 
Development

As a new and 
rapidly growing 
City, Burnsville’s 
first City Councils 
made planning 
for the future 
a high priority. 
The 1965 
Comprehensive 
Guide Plan 
called for new 
zoning maps 
to prepare for 
future growth, 
regulations on 
subdivisions, 
laws regarding 
street development and utilities, a long-range 
budget plan and active citizen participation. 



Burnsville’s population more than doubled from 
8,054 in 1964, to 19,940 by 1970. This was due to 

ample open space available for both residential and 
commercial developments.

Business also boomed in Burnsville in the 1960s – 
from the Valley Ridge Mall, the first shopping mall 
south of the river, to Abdallah Candies and Ames 

Construction, which still call Burnsville home – more 
than 100 businesses located in Burnsville by 1970.



Valley Ridge Mall
1963



Early Parks
Burnsville’s Park system expanded rapidly after 
incorporation. The first Park Commission was 
established in 1964, the same year as the first City 
Park (Heights Park, still in existence at 139th Street 
and Shelley Lane) was dedicated. 



The first parks bond 
referendum vote took 
place in 1966. Voters 
approved $585,000 
for the purchasing 
and development 
of 822 acres of park 
land. An additional 
$526,000 Federal 
Grant allowed the City 
to establish a number 
of parks people still 
enjoy today.



In 1969, Burnsville commissioned an extensive Park 
System Analysis, and in 1970, voters approved bond 
sales for more than $4 million for the purchase and 
development of more park land, the building of the 
Burnsville Ice Center, and the development of an 18-
hole golf course (which never came to fruition.)

As part of the 1969 analysis, Burnsville’s “ultimate 
population” was estimated to reach 100,000. The 
City also revised its park plan to acquire 20 acres 
of parks for every 1,000 residents. While Burnsville 
never neared its 100,000 population mark, the City 
currently has more than 30 acres of parks (1,750 
acres spanning 76 parks) of park land per 1,000 
residents. 



An aerial photo of Keller Lake 
in the 1960s, which would become 

Burnsville’s Lac Lavon Park.


