
For those who have always wanted 
to be a superhero, wizard, royalty, 
athlete or celebrity – Halloween 
Fest at Nicollet Commons Park is 
the perfect time to live out your 
costumed-dreams.  

The festival includes an illuminated 
treat trail around the park, entertainment by Kidsdance, face painting and more. 
New this year, fire dancers and stilt walkers will show off their skills.

“We want everyone to have fun – small children, teenagers and adults – so we 
try to have a variety of entertainment,” said Recreation Supervisor Kelly Hansen-
Mundahl. “The fire dancers and stilt walkers are an exciting addition this year.”
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Information on upcoming City Council 
and Commission meetings can be 
found at www.burnsville.org/meetings.

Meetings are subject to change and 
cancelation. Unless noted, all meetings 
will be televised on Burnsville Civic 
Channel 16 and streamed live at 
www.burnsville.org/meetings.Ci
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Who: All ages, costumes encouraged
When: Friday, Oct. 24, 6 – 8 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park

12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: $5 per family

More Halloween Fun at the 
Burnsville Ice Center!

The Ice Center’s Halloween skating event features 
trick-or-treating, discounted skate rentals and private 
lessons for new skaters.

Who: All ages
When: Sunday, Oct. 26, noon – 1:30 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Ice Center 251 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

City Services
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Weekends for Buckthorn

New Direction Planned for THE GARAGE 
For more than 15 years, THE 
GARAGE has served as a City-
operated youth center, music venue 
and afterschool gathering place 
for Burnsville’s young people 
grades 6 through 12.

However, operating a youth 
center is a unique endeavor for 
a City, and over the past four 
years, Burnsville’s City Council has 
been seeking a willing partner to 
take over the operation. When 
negotiations with other youth 

program providers fell through, a new partner emerged 
from within the community.

“With the future of THE GARAGE in doubt, Burnsville-
Eagan-Savage School District 191 and Community 
Education agreed to step in and take over the afterschool 
program,” said District 191 Director of Community 
Education Tom Umhoefer.

The program, which will begin in October, will be held at 
Nicollet Junior High (400 E. 134th St.) and target youth in 
7th and 8th grade. It will offer afterschool activities such 
as gym, music, job and career exploration, computers 
and nutrition on Tuesday through Thursday during the 
school year.

With THE GARAGE pointed in a new direction, Jack Kolb-
Williams (a recreation assistant at THE GARAGE who 
handled the music program) realized that something had 
to be done to make sure the music would go on.

“I realized that if we don’t do something, there is a good 
chance this program could go away,” said Kolb-Williams.

Kolb-Williams – who holds a degree in music education 
– along with business partner Logan Adams, presented a 
plan to the City in which they would create a non-profit 
organization. The new non-profit, Twin Cities Catalyst 
Music, is set to take over THE GARAGE’s music program in 
2015. Together with the City, District 191, the Burnsville 
YMCA and other community partners, the “Burnsville 
Youth Collaborative” (BYC) was formed to begin a new 
chapter at THE GARAGE.

In July, the City Council and 
District 191 School Board 
approved the BYC plan, 
which includes the afterschool 
program, continued weekend 
music programming, and music-
related classes and coursework 
at THE GARAGE. 

For the full story visit 
www.burnsville.org/recreation. 

Afterschool activities 
currently held at THE 
GARAGE will move to 
Nicollet Junior High.

Jack Kolb-Williams is 
building a new music-based 
non-profit for youth.
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Highwaymen Live
Main Stage • Sunday, Nov. 23 at 3 p.m. • Ticket Information: $39, $49 & $59

Perhaps the greatest country music super group in history, the Highwaymen (Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings and 
Johnny Cash) traveled the world performing country music to millions of fans. This 90-minute country music tribute show 
is full of upbeat, honky-tonk hits like “Ring of Fire,” “Dukes of Hazard” and “On the Road Again.” 

Community Enrichment

Burnsville resident Brian Tennesen takes aim 
during a visit to the Archery Range.

The forest in Alimagnet Park presents 
a colorful show of maple, oak and 
other vivid-leaved trees. Learn 
about forest species and the science 
behind their dazzling displays.  

Please note that this location can 
have the potential for uneven 
ground.  Attendees should wear 
comfortable, weather appropriate 
clothing and walking shoes.

Meet your local Police 
and Fire personnel, 
learn important safety 
information and get your 
questions answered.  

Topics will include: Scams 
& Internet Safety, Fire 
Safety, a K-9 demo and 
more. Refreshments and 
lunch will be provided.

Fall Fun for Seniors 62+

Attendees can participate in interactive demonstrations 
such as using a simulated fire extinguisher.

When: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Where: Alimagnet Park, 1200 Alimagnet Park Drive
Cost: FREE
Registration deadline is Friday, Oct. 3

Register online at www.burnsville.org/recreation and click “Online Registration,” by phone at 952-895-4500 or at the Burnsville Recreation Office.

When: Wednesday, Oct. 15, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE
Registration deadline is Friday, Oct. 10

Behind the BadgeFall Colors Walk

Even during the long, cold nights of winter, 
Burnsville’s Heart of the City is alive with light and 
joy. More than 200,000 mini lights, 230 streetlight 
snowflakes and a 30-foot-tall tree illuminate the 
area and warm the hearts of many who walk or 
drive by. Those lights will again brighten Burnsville 
beginning on Nov. 26 during the annual Winter 
Lighting Ceremony.

The Winter Lighting Ceremony is 
sponsored and paid for by the Burnsville 
Community Foundation – through generous 
donations of Burnsville residents and 
businesses. Over the past 15 years, 
the Foundation has raised more than 

$500,000 to pay for the decorative lights as 
well as the necessary electricity. 

Learn more about the Burnsville Winter Lighting 
at www.burnsville.org/winterlighting. To donate 
to the Winter Lighting Ceremony contact the 
Burnsville Community Foundation at 
952-953-7442 or info@burnsvillefoundation.org. 

Heart of the City Alive with Lights Nov. 26
Burnsville Community Foundation Sponsors Annual Winter Lighting

Winter Lighting Contest
The Burnsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
in partnership with the Dakota Electric 
Association, is gearing up for the annual 
Burnsville Winter Lighting Contest. Prizes will 
be awarded in the following categories:
•	 Single Family Dwellings
•	 Neighborhoods  

(20 single-family homes or less)
•	 Apartment/Condo Complexes
•	 Townhomes/Apartments or Condominiums 

Nominations accepted Nov. 26 – Dec. 12. For 
more information visit www.burnsvillemn.com.Who: All ages

When: Wednesday, Nov. 26, 6 – 6:45 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park, 12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: FREE

“No child who wants to play baseball 
is ever going to be left out.”
 

Those were the words of the late Rich 
VanderLaan – a longtime community 
volunteer, active member of the 
Burnsville Community Foundation and 
founder of Baseball Association 191.

A community stalwart with a passion 
for baseball, VanderLaan was 
dedicated to raising money for young 
people who couldn’t afford to play 
the game. One of the City’s baseball 
fields, VanderLaan Field at Alimagnet 
Park, carries his name. He was even 
often referred to as Burnsville’s “Mr. 
Baseball,” right up until he passed 
away in 2013 at age 76. 

“He always spoke for the underdog,” 
notes Mary Jo DeLise, Vice President 
for Fundraising for the Burnsville 

Community Foundation and one of 
VanderLaan’s many longtime friends. 
“He would listen to everyone – consider 
everything.”
 

According to DeLise, it wasn’t long after 
VanderLaan’s funeral that her fellow 
Community Foundation members and 
community partners began working 
on an idea to expand VanderLaan’s 
presence at his namesake field. 

This fall, the Burnsville Community 
Foundation will dedicate a new 
garden and statue near the entrance 
to VanderLaan Field. The garden 
will include paver bricks assembled 
to look like a baseball, a variety of 
colorful flowers and ground cover, and 
a statue of a young baseball player 
at the center to signify VanderLaan’s 
dedication to youth and baseball.

“This garden will give back to kids and 
to the community for years to come. 
Rich would have liked that,”  
said DeLise.

A number of community sponsors 
contributed to the garden, including 
Baseball Association 191, JMJ 
Contracting, Patio Town, Gertens, 
Burnsville Home Depot, Burnsville 
Traveling Baseball, Apple Valley 
Readymix, Lorenz Concrete, Burnsville 
High Baseball Boosters, Aqua Turf, 
Pawn America, Custom Drapery & 
Blinds, Chianti Grill, Jo Jo’s Rise & Wine 
and personal donations.

A public dedication will be held at 
VanderLaan Field Oct. 8 at 5:30 p.m. 
For more information on the Burnsville 
Community Foundation visit 
www.burnsvillefoundation.org.

This statue of a young baseball 
player will be the centerpiece 
of the VanderLaan Garden 
being constructed this fall.

New Garden, Statue in Works at Alimagnet Park

Before it Snows...
By mid-October, snow is already on the minds of City maintenance crews who are preparing 
plow trucks and de-icing equipment. Before it snows, residents are asked to remember to:

•	 Check mailboxes for loose hardware or rotted posts 
•	 Mark curb lines and sidewalks for snowplows
•	 Keep ALL garbage and recycling bins behind the curb 
•	 Not park on the street between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. 

For more information on winter tips and requirements visit www.burnsville.org/winterguidelines.

Community Enrichment
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Hormonal Imbalance...A Mood Swinging Musical Revue
Main Stage • Friday, Nov. 21 at 8 p.m. • Ticket Information: $30 & $40

Start with four richly gifted singer-songwriters; add 3/4 cup married life; four kids; three cats; one dog; one piano; 
a bunch of guitars, ukuleles, mandolins and a rocking pink bass; a dollop of sharp social commentary; and a pinch of 
PMS. Set this on the road to tour for 20 years, throw in a hot flash or two and you’ve got “Hormonal Imbalance…A 
Mood Swinging Musical Revue!” starring the Four Bitchin’ Babes.

For ticket information visit www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

Lorie Line’s 25th Anniversary Christmas Special
Main Stage • Dec. 5 – 6 • Friday at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. • Ticket Information: $49

Make plans to attend this year’s holiday extravaganza as Lorie Line celebrates the most special year of her career. 
Yes, this year marks her “25th Anniversary Christmas Special.” Lorie plans to bring her Fab 5 and feature the “best of 
the best” of the past 25 years of making and sharing music with her fans.
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Highwaymen Live
Main Stage • Sunday, Nov. 23 at 3 p.m. • Ticket Information: $39, $49 & $59

Perhaps the greatest country music super group in history, the Highwaymen (Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings and 
Johnny Cash) traveled the world performing country music to millions of fans. This 90-minute country music tribute show 
is full of upbeat, honky-tonk hits like “Ring of Fire,” “Dukes of Hazard” and “On the Road Again.” 

Community Enrichment

It may be one of Burnsville’s best kept secrets – the Burnsville Archery 
range is a quiet, peaceful green space where people can have fun while 
taking target practice. 

“It’s a really convenient spot,” said Brian Tennesen, a Burnsville resident 
who visits the archery range several times each year. 

Tennesen says he enjoys the quiet nature of the site, though he notes it 
would be great if more people knew about the range. 

“Most people just don’t know it’s back there,” said Tom Schmitt, one of 
Burnsville’s Parks Maintenance Workers who is also an in-house expert of 
sorts when it comes to archery ranges. 

Schmitt has built three outdoor ranges in Burnsville during his 22-year 
tenure with the City, including the current site – which was built in 1992 

and is the only remaining outdoor 
archery range in Burnsville.

Schmitt has overseen many 
improvements to the site, including 
a major renovation in 2013 that 
improved safety by staggering the 
targets. Before the update, archers 
had to shoot from behind one 
another to increase their distance 
from the target. 

“The targets were all lined up at 40 yards,” said Schmitt. “That used to be 
a long distance, but the equipment has changed a lot and people wanted 
a bigger challenge. The adjusted layout makes things safer and offers 
something for different skill levels.”
 

The archery range currently offers curlex bale targets at 10, 20, 30, 40 
and 50 yards. One target is wheelchair accessible with a paved path 
from the shooting line to the target. Visitors are also welcome to bring 
their own targets to hang.

“This park is really low maintenance – we mow the grass regularly and 
replace approximately five or six targets each year, but that’s about it,” 
said Schmitt. 

Like Tennesen, Schmitt hopes that more people learn about the Archery 
Range and come out to enjoy target practice, though he stresses that it’s 
important for people to stay safe and follow the rules of the range. 

“It’s a pretty safe area since the space around the site is mostly unused 
park land,” said Schmitt. 
“But people still need to be 
responsible and respectful.”

Learn more about the 
Burnsville Archery Range and 
other parks at 
www.burnsville.org/facilities.

Burnsville resident Brian Tennesen takes aim 
during a visit to the Archery Range.

Recreation Highlight:

Burnsville Aims High at City Archery Range

It’s getting colder, but that doesn’t mean golfers have to put the clubs away just yet. Birnamwood 
offers special fall rates to keep you “in the swing of things.” 

Fall Rates Per Round:
•	 Weekends: $10.50
•	 Weekdays (Monday-Thursday): $9.75
•	 Juniors and Seniors (Monday-Thursday before 3 p.m.): $8.50

Fall rates are valid from Oct. 1 through the remainder of the 2014 season.

For more information about fall rates and fall leagues visit www.birnamwoodgolfcourse.com.

Birnamwood Golf Course: 

Fall Rates Keep Golfers ‘In The Swing Of Things’

Ole & Lena’s Family Christmas
Main Stage • Wednesday and Thursday Dec. 17 – 18 at 7 p.m. • Ticket Information: $20

Christmas has always been one of Lena’s favorite times of the year – even if, as Ole says, “It makes her more than 
a little bit crazy.” This year, Lena has invited the whole family, even her snooty cousin Mildred from Edina. Ole really 
wants nothing to do with the whole thing, especially the part where Lena has him dress up in the old Santa suit and 
hand out the presents. Can Sven help Ole from having to play the part of Santa? Will Lena be able to keep it all 
together while she prepares for the family Christmas? Find out in this hilarious performance about family togetherness.

What: Burnsville Archery Range
Who: All ages and skill levels 

(archers under age 16 must 
have adult supervision)

Where: 12151 Pleasant Ave.  
(behind Dodge of Burnsville)

Meet your local Police 
and Fire personnel, 
learn important safety 
information and get your 
questions answered.  

Topics will include: Scams 
& Internet Safety, Fire 
Safety, a K-9 demo and 
more. Refreshments and 
lunch will be provided.

Fall Fun for Seniors 62+

Attendees can participate in interactive demonstrations 
such as using a simulated fire extinguisher.

Register online at www.burnsville.org/recreation and click “Online Registration,” by phone at 952-895-4500 or at the Burnsville Recreation Office.

Behind the Badge

Heart of the City Alive with Lights Nov. 26
Burnsville Community Foundation Sponsors Annual Winter Lighting

“This garden will give back to kids and 
to the community for years to come. 
Rich would have liked that,”  
said DeLise.

A number of community sponsors 
contributed to the garden, including 
Baseball Association 191, JMJ 
Contracting, Patio Town, Gertens, 
Burnsville Home Depot, Burnsville 
Traveling Baseball, Apple Valley 
Readymix, Lorenz Concrete, Burnsville 
High Baseball Boosters, Aqua Turf, 
Pawn America, Custom Drapery & 
Blinds, Chianti Grill, Jo Jo’s Rise & Wine 
and personal donations.

A public dedication will be held at 
VanderLaan Field Oct. 8 at 5:30 p.m. 
For more information on the Burnsville 
Community Foundation visit 
www.burnsvillefoundation.org.

New Garden, Statue in Works at Alimagnet Park

Before it Snows...

Community Enrichment
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Burnsville Firefighter/Paramedic Andrew Hamlin 
recently received the “Dakota County Attorney 
Citizenship Award” for his work and leadership 
in building a regional program to address the 
growing problem of youth fire setters. 

Hamlin, Burnsville’s fire education coordinator, 
has been involved with the Burnsville Fire 
Department’s fire-setter education program 
since 2002. He is also active on the state level 
as a member of the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal Youth Fire Intervention Task Force.

Need for a Regional Youth Fire-Setter Program
Since Burnsville’s program was very unique in 
Dakota County, Hamlin says the department 
often received calls from parents in other cities 
looking for help when their child began abusing 

fire. In addition, the Dakota County Attorney 
often had to refer youth to neighboring 
counties. Hamlin saw this as a gap – and an 
opportunity to create a regional program south 
of the river.

“Andy saw the need and stepped up to the 
plate; taking the program to a new level for 
Dakota County,” explains Kathi Osmonson, 
Deputy State Fire Marshal. “Studies show 
that most serial arsonists have fire setting in 
their childhood history, as do many hardened 
criminals. Providing intervention services for 
these kids is critical.” 

The program is now a collaborative effort 
between 13 Dakota County Fire Departments. 
Currently, there are approximately 22 trained 

specialists county-
wide.

Information 
gathered as a part 
of this program is 
confidential. For 
more information 
call the Burnsville 
Fire Department at 
952-895-4570.
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Public Safety

Burnsville Fire Department Open House is Oct. 9
Demonstrations in the trailer will show first-hand 
how dangerous kitchen fires can be – like how a 
cup of water poured on a small grease fire can 
cause a major catastrophe. 

A second trailer will allow kids to experience 
what it’s like to navigate safely through a 
smoke-filled room. Burnsville’s Heart Restart 
Program and Community Emergency Response 
Team will provide additional demonstrations 
and information.

Staff from several organizations such as 
Burnsville’s Mobile Volunteer Network, Beyond 
the Yellow Ribbon, the Dakota Communications 
Center, CenterPoint Energy, Salvation Army, Red 
Cross and Fairview Ridges Hospital will also be 
part of the open house.

National Fire Prevention Week
The Fire Department Open House is held during 
National Fire Prevention Week (FPW), occurring 
this year from Oct. 5 – 11. The 2014 FPW 
theme is “Working Smoke Alarms Save Lives – 
Test Yours Every Month.” 

Learn more about the Burnsville Fire Department 
and National Fire Prevention Week at 
www.burnsville.org/fire.

A Burnsville Firefighter/Paramedic 
demonstrates the dangers of 
kitchen fires.

Firefighter/Paramedic Andrew 
Hamlin received the Dakota County 
Attorney Citizenship Award.

Who: All ages
When: Thursday, Oct. 9, 5:30 – 8 p.m.
Where: Fire Station No. 1,

911 140th St. W.
Parking: Across the street at Kohl’s 
and Minnesota Orthopedic

Cost: FREE Use this calendar to remind yourself to check your smoke 
alarms every month!

Firefighting isn’t a job; it’s a lifestyle – and the 
Burnsville Fire Department will be providing an 
inside look during their annual open house.

Visitors can climb aboard fire trucks and 
ambulances; try on helmets, boots and other 
fire gear; tour the fire station; watch interactive 
demonstrations; and meet firefighters and other 
public safety personnel.

“This is a chance for people to get a look 
behind the scenes,” said Deb Oxborough, 
Senior Administrative Assistant to the Burnsville 
Fire Department. “We open our doors and let 
people see how our firefighter/paramedics live 
while also teaching people how to stay safe.”

This year’s open 
house will feature 
a new kitchen 
fire prevention 
trailer, which 
was donated 
to the Dakota 
County Fire Chiefs 
Association this 
past spring.

“9-1-1, what is your emergency?” answers the 
dispatcher.

“I think my husband is having a heart attack,” a 
woman explains.

The dispatcher punches keys and announces, “A 
paramedic is on the way.”

In minutes, a fire engine shows up, and the 
woman exclaims, “I don’t have a fire, I need a 
paramedic!” To which the response is, “Ma’am, 
we are the paramedics.”

The Burnsville Fire Department is one of just 
a few full-time fire departments in Minnesota 
that serve as both fire and emergency medical 
responders. Every Burnsville firefighter is a 
certified paramedic, which means whether 
they are in an ambulance or fire engine, every 
situation will receive the same level of care.

“The fire engine is the Swiss Army knife of the 
fire department,” explains Assistant Fire Chief 
Brian Carlson. “It is the one piece of equipment 
that can put out fires; has tools for extrications, 
hazardous material responses and special 
rescues; and provide advanced life support.” 

According to Carlson, the question about fire 
engines responding to medical calls is one they 
get often. 

“The only thing a fire engine can’t do is 
transport patients to the hospital,” said Carlson. 
“Otherwise, it has all of the same lifesaving 
equipment as our ambulances.”

There are three main reasons a fire engine will 
respond to a medical call:

1.	 All ambulances are on other calls. The first 
response team arriving on the engine can 
start administering care, and the ambulance 
can then join the treatment in progress.

2.	 During serious 
medical 
emergencies, 
the 
department 
may dispatch 
the engine so 
more trained 
hands can 
assist with 
critical care.

3.	 If the initial 
situation results 
in a subsequent emergency – whether fire, 
rescue or medical – an engine would be sent 
for the tools it has onboard that provide the 
ability to address a variety of emergencies. 

If there is an emergency, no matter which 
vehicle shows up, residents should feel confident 
that Burnsville firefighter/paramedics can 
provide the care and help that is needed.

Firefighter/Paramedic Andrew Hamlin Receives 
Dakota County Attorney Citizenship Award

Why a Fire Truck and Not an Ambulance?
Reasons Why Some Medical Emergencies Receive a Special Response

“Fire Engines are the Swiss Army 
knife of the Fire Department.” 
– Assistant Fire Chief Brian Carlson

Do You Have a Success Story?
Email Burnsville Fire Chief, B.J. Jungmann at 
bj.jungmann@ci.burnsville.mn.us
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Federal Grant, Lions Club Help Update 25-Year-Old Alerting System 
in Burnsville Fire Stations
It’s the season where Halloween enthusiasts enjoy a good scare. It’s 
anticipated, expected and – most of the time – welcome. 

But imagine getting that “Halloween scare” four to five times each night. 
You are lying in bed, sound asleep, when bright lights flood the room – 
joined by a loud alarm. Jarred awake, your heart feels like it may come 
out of your chest. Your breathing is heavy. For Burnsville firefighter/
paramedics, this is a nightly occurrence. 

Burnsville has a full-time fire department, which means firefighters are on 
shift for 24 hours at a time. Each firefighter has sleeping quarters and is 
expected to get sufficient rest to respond to each call.  

However, Assistant Fire Chief Terry Ritchie explains the challenge of their 
existing station alerting system as, “…waking up to bright fluorescent 
lights and loud alert tones. It is brutal and is very startling. Your heart rate 
goes up and it takes a little bit to gather your thoughts.”

A New System
Burnsville’s current station alerting 
system is more than 25 years old, 
and in need of replacement. Earlier 
this year, Ritchie led the charge to 
research new technology to provide 
a better system to get firefighters 
and paramedics awake and to an 
emergency scene in the least amount 
of time possible. With the help of a 
$100,000 grant from the Federal 
Emergency Management Association 
(FEMA) and $20,000 from the 
Burnsville Lions Club, a new system 
was attainable.

Burnsville chose the 
Phoenix G2 Fire 
Station Computer 
Aided Dispatch (CAD) 
Alerting System, made 
by US Digital Design. 
The system consists of 
a speaker with red 
LED lights that come on 
gradually with ramped-
up tones that increase 
in volume as the alert 
continues. 

“It creates a quick, but 
more gradual waking 
process. It’s easier on the 
eyes and on your mental state,” explains Ritchie. “It allows you to move 
more quickly and function better because you don’t have to go through 
the calming-down process after being awoken abruptly.” 

Thanks to the grant funding and donations, the Burnsville Fire Department 
will be able to install one alert zone in each station’s sleeping quarters, as 
well as in other locations throughout both Stations No. 1 and No. 2.

Burnsville’s system will be installed in early 2015. Enhanced system 
functions will be operational later in the year upon completion of an 
updated alerting system at the Dakota County Communications Center. 
The two new systems will provide additional features such as LED screens 
that will show the address and type of call accompanied by a computer-
generated voice. Stations will receive information in less than a minute 
after it is entered by a dispatcher. 

Phoenix G2 Illuminated Speakers help 
firefighter/paramedics respond to alerts at 
any time day or night. The unique design 
incorporates a room speaker and luminous 
red LEDs that gently ramp up without 
causing light blindness.
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Public Safety

Burnsville Fire Department Open House is Oct. 9

Use this calendar to remind yourself to check your smoke 
alarms every month!

Firefighter/Paramedic Andrew Hamlin Receives 
Dakota County Attorney Citizenship Award

Why a Fire Truck and Not an Ambulance?
Reasons Why Some Medical Emergencies Receive a Special Response

“Fire Engines are the Swiss Army 
knife of the Fire Department.” 
– Assistant Fire Chief Brian Carlson

Cold weather brings with it a chance of pipes and water 
mains freezing and breaking. The risk is greater with longer 
stretches of extremely cold weather. Please consider the 
following tips to help avoid frozen pipes in your home. 

Normal Winter Conditions
•	 Make sure the cold air return for your furnace is pointed 

away from the water service. Your water service enters 
your home in the basement through the floor (the water 
meter is attached).  

•	 Keep your furnace above 55 degrees Fahrenheit.
•	 Shut off and drain the pipes leading to outside faucets.
•	 Wrap foam insulation around pipes most susceptible to 

freezing. 
•	 Seal air leaks in your home and garage.
•	 If you are away, have someone check your home.
•	 If you are away for an extended period of time, ask the 

City to turn your water off at the street.  There is a charge 
of $70 for the turn-off and $70 for the turn-on.

Extreme Cold Conditions
In addition to the above:
•	 Purchase a thermometer and monitor the temperature 

of your water. If the water temperature drops below 38 
degrees Fahrenheit, leave a cold water tap running at a 
steady stream of about ¼ inch in diameter (the diameter 
of a #2 pencil).

•	 Leave kitchen 
and bathroom 
sink cupboard 
doors open to 
allow heat inside 
the space. 

For more information 
and updates visit 
www.burnsville.org/water or contact the Burnsville Utilities 
Division at 952-895-4552.

Reduce the Risk of 
Frozen Pipes This Winter

Whether volunteering during a big 
apartment fire, providing crowd control at 
the Burnsville Fire Muster or directing traffic 
at the International Festival, Nan Denk is 
prepared to help at a moment’s notice.  

Denk is the captain of a group of volunteer 
community members known as the Mobile 
Volunteer Network (MVN). MVN volunteers 
are trained by public safety personnel in 
areas such as first aid, crowd control and 
traffic control in order to assist Burnsville’s 
Police and Fire departments.  They help out 
at community events throughout the year and 
are a valuable resource that is called upon 
during disasters or emergencies.  

Denk has been with MVN for nearly 10 
years, and has been captain since 2009.  

“MVN is a neat way to serve the community, and it’s not time consuming,” she said. 
“My grandfather and dad were both involved with public safety, so it’s in my blood.” 

In addition to helping in Burnsville, MVN has also assisted other communities in times 
of need.  

“I helped with a flood clean-up in Rice County, which was an eye opener,” said Denk.  
“There is a lot of planning that has to happen ahead of time and people need to 
know what they’re doing.”  

Denk says she also enjoys assisting at mock disaster drills with the Police and Fire 
departments. When asked what she would say to others thinking about volunteering, 
she says, “What’s your hold up?  It’s not a huge time commitment, it’s a great 
community service and you’re learning new skills, working with wonderful people with 
different backgrounds and making a difference.”

For more information visit www.burnsville.org/MVN or contact Amber Jacobson at 
amber.jacobson@ci.burnsville.mn.us or 952-895-4575.

Volunteer Spotlight:

Nan Denk, Mobile Volunteer Network

Nan Denk enjoys giving back to the community 
through her involvement with Burnsville’s Mobile 
Volunteer Network.

Burnsville firefighter/paramedics Brennan Palmer and 
Kyle Engen get ready to respond to a call. Industry 
experts familiar with the new alerting system estimate 
that dispatch times may be reduced significantly once the 
system is fully operational.
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BURNSVILLE BUSINESS CORNER
Burnsville Development Update
Burnsville continues to see both new construction 
on undeveloped land and redevelopment of 
existing buildings. Some of the most recently 
approved projects are:

Tanurb Development 
Inc. has built an 
addition to the 
Burnsville Marketplace 
shopping center 
to expand Men’s 
Wearhouse and for 
the addition of Smash 
Burger restaurant. 

Enterprise Leasing Company has purchased 
land and the former chiropractic office building 
next to the Holiday Station on Highway 13. 

Enterprise intends to build a sales lot for rental 
vehicles that are at the end of their leasing 
period. Enterprise will continue to operate their 
rental office on County Road 42.

Caliber Inc. has purchased the former Best 
Buy building located on the Interstate 35W 
frontage road to expand their manufacturing 
facility. They will add an additional two floors 
of office space to the building, as well as other 
enhancements and landscaping.   

Captain’s Towing & Recovery will set up its 
operations at 1800 Highway 13 West. The 
building was previously occupied by Tri-State 
Bobcat, who earlier this year purchased the 
former Burnsville Bowl site. Captain’s provides 
transportation of vehicles from auto auctions, 
dealerships, accident sites and repair shops.   

Rose Bluff is a new residential development 
of 48 homes located next to St. James Church 
on Williams Drive.  This project will also have 
development in the City of Savage.

Welcome to These New 
Burnsville Businesses

•	 Cheers Pablo •	 The Scene
•	 JOYful Soles •	 The Skewar
•	 Lucky’s 13 Pub •	 Valley Pain 

Relief & 
Wellness Center

•	 Mudslingers 
Drive-Thru Coffee

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact 
Economic Development Coordinator Skip 
Nienhaus at skip.nienhaus@ci.burnsville.mn.us 
or 952-895-4454 to schedule a welcome visit.

South of the River Education Center
A unique partnership exists in 
Burnsville between Inver Hills 
Community College, Metropolitan 
State University and Dakota 
County Technical College. All 
three schools offer classes in one 
location, 2800 County Road 42.  

This partnership, dubbed the 
South of the River Education 
Center, also includes the Dakota County Work Force Center. This is the only 
work force center in the U.S. that is housed with post-secondary education 
partners, and is a model that is being highlighted for others to follow. 

For more information visit www.inverhills.edu/burnsville.

Burnsville Offers Free Consulting 
to Grow Your Business

Need a new marketing plan? How about 
a strategy to crack a new market or help 
on expansion plans or financing? 

If you own a small business, or want to 
start one, the City can provide you with 
free consulting.

The “Open To Business” initiative offers – at no cost – the services 
of a business consultant to help address your business concerns. The 
initiative has helped more than 40 clients in the past 18 months.   

To learn more or to schedule an appointment contact Open To Business 
Consultant Laurie Crow at 952-484-3107 or lcrow@mccdmn.org.  

When snow and ice begin to accumulate on roads, driveways and 
sidewalks, the most common reaction is to apply salt. However, salt 
contains chloride – a water pollutant. When snow and ice melt, most of 
the salt goes with it – washing into our lakes, streams and rivers. Once in 
the water, there’s no way to remove the chloride, which can harm fish and 
plant life.

Reduce salt while still making sure your sidewalk and driveway are safe:

Shovel as soon as possible. The more snow and ice you remove, the less 
salt you’ll need. Break up ice with an ice scraper before you decide if 
you even need de-icer or sand for traction.

More salt does not mean more melting. Use less than four pounds of 
salt per 1,000 square feet (an average parking space is about 150 
square feet). One pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce 
coffee mug.

Wait for warm weather. Most salts stop 
working below 15 degrees. Instead, use 
sand for traction.

Sweep up extra salt and sand. If salt 
and sand are visible on dry pavement, 
they are no longer doing any work and 
will be washed away. Remember that 
it takes only one teaspoon of salt to 
permanently pollute five gallons of water.

Development/Redevelopment

2015 Budget Meetings Continue, Levy Increase Proposed 
Financial Management

On Sept. 2, the Burnsville City Council approved 
a maximum tax levy increase for 2015 of 4.4 
percent. In a nutshell, this means the City is 
looking to budget an additional $1.28 million in 
its 2015 budget compared to the current year. 
The Council may approve a lower levy increase 
during its Dec. 2 budget meeting, but cannot 
increase the amount. 

Why the proposed increase?
The City is proposing an increase to its budget 
solely to maintain existing levels of service, 
and to replenish funds (such as its debt, park 
projects, emerald ash borer and vehicle/
equipment funds) that were deferred in earlier 
years. No new initiatives are planned. 

Much of the increase is attributed to personnel 
and rising healthcare costs. Other budget 
pressures include the increase in minimum wage 
passed by the State legislature and the increase 
in materials and services being passed on to the 
City by contractors and vendors. 

How will this impact homeowners?
The levy increase, coupled with the fact that 
home values are on the rise for the first time 
in many years, will likely result in an increased 
property tax bill for residents. The increase of 
the City’s portion is estimated at just over $6 
per month ($74 annually) for an average home 
valued at $212,000.

During the recession of previous years, home 
values were falling faster than commercial 

properties, which shifted more of the tax burden 
to businesses. Now, with home values on the rise, 
the State’s complicated tax formula is causing a 
larger increase on the residential side. 

What do I get for my property taxes? 
The City of Burnsville is one of several governing 
entities who rely on property tax dollars to 
provide services. In addition to the City, your 
tax dollars also go to Dakota County, your local 
school district and other governing bodies. 

The City’s portion of those taxes is used to 
fund important services such as police and fire 
protection, public works and street projects, and 
parks and natural resources. 

How do I get more information?
To help residents better understand how the City 
allocates its funds, Burnsville will hold public 
meetings on the budget and release a Video 
Budget Open House. The video will highlight the 
major services provided by the City and how 
they are funded. It will also invite residents to 
submit any questions, ideas or feedback on the 
budget directly to Burnsville’s department heads 
or online at www.burnsville.org/budget.

The video will be played on 
BCTV 16 for Comcast Cable 
subscribers and available at 
www.YouTube.com/
cityofburnsvillemn. 

2015 Budget Meetings
(Dates are subject to change)

Mid-October Video Budget Open 
House available online

Tuesday, Oct. 28 Department 
presentations

Monday, Nov. 10 Review and discussion
Tuesday, Nov. 25 Review and discussion
Tuesday, Dec. 2 Consider adoption of 

the 2015 budget

All meetings are scheduled for 6:30 p.m. at 
Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway. 
Meetings are cablecast live, then replayed on 
BCTV 16 and streamed online at 
www.burnsville.org/meetings. 
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Rose Bluff is a new residential development 
of 48 homes located next to St. James Church 
on Williams Drive.  This project will also have 
development in the City of Savage.

South of the River Education Center
A unique partnership exists in 
Burnsville between Inver Hills 
Community College, Metropolitan 
State University and Dakota 
County Technical College. All 
three schools offer classes in one 
location, 2800 County Road 42.  

This partnership, dubbed the 
South of the River Education 
Center, also includes the Dakota County Work Force Center. This is the only 
work force center in the U.S. that is housed with post-secondary education 
partners, and is a model that is being highlighted for others to follow. 

For more information visit www.inverhills.edu/burnsville.
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The City of 
Burnsville monitors 
eight lakes through 
the volunteer 
Citizen-Assisted 
Monitoring 
Program 
(CAMP), which 
is managed by 
the Metropolitan 
Council. Every 
two weeks from 

April through October, volunteers measure 
water clarity and collect samples for algae and 
nutrient testing in designated lakes.

Data from CAMP is summarized in the table at 
the right. Three-year clarity averages show that 
most monitored lakes in Burnsville are either 
near or meeting their goals. These results, along 
with other lake data, guide the City’s decisions 
about water quality programs.

Lake clarity is important because it indicates 
how deep sunlight can reach into the water. 
Less light means less photosynthesis by aquatic 
plants, providing less oxygen for fish and other 
aquatic animals. Clarity is influenced by levels 
of microscopic plankton algae in the water. 
The amount of nutrients in the water, especially 
phosphorus, determines algae growth.

Water Quality Fees: Hard at Work
The water quality 
fee on your water 
bill helps fund 
projects that 
combat problems 
associated with 
surface water 
in the suburban 
landscape. 
Projects include 
stormwater system 
maintenance, 

stormpond cleanout and removing invasive 
plants in lakes.

For more information on the status of Burnsville 
lakes and the data that is collected visit 
www.burnsville.org/waterquality or contact 
Natural Resources staff Daryl Jacobson at 
952-895-4574, Caleb Ashling at 
952-895-4543 or Liz Forbes at 952-895-4518.

Limit Your Salt This Winter
When snow and ice begin to accumulate on roads, driveways and 
sidewalks, the most common reaction is to apply salt. However, salt 
contains chloride – a water pollutant. When snow and ice melt, most of 
the salt goes with it – washing into our lakes, streams and rivers. Once in 
the water, there’s no way to remove the chloride, which can harm fish and 
plant life.

Reduce salt while still making sure your sidewalk and driveway are safe:

Shovel as soon as possible. The more snow and ice you remove, the less 
salt you’ll need. Break up ice with an ice scraper before you decide if 
you even need de-icer or sand for traction.

More salt does not mean more melting. Use less than four pounds of 
salt per 1,000 square feet (an average parking space is about 150 
square feet). One pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce 
coffee mug.

Wait for warm weather. Most salts stop 
working below 15 degrees. Instead, use 
sand for traction.

Sweep up extra salt and sand. If salt 
and sand are visible on dry pavement, 
they are no longer doing any work and 
will be washed away. Remember that 
it takes only one teaspoon of salt to 
permanently pollute five gallons of water.

Environment

2014 Surface Water Quality Update
Taking Measure of Lake Health

A CAMP volunteer monitors lake 
water quality.

Got Shoes? 
Why Not Recycle Them?
Instead of throwing out 
your old or unwanted shoes, 
recycle them during a one-
week collection coordinated 
by Dakota Valley Recycling 
(cities of Apple Valley, 
Burnsville and Eagan). 

In honor of America Recycles 
Day on Nov. 15, Burnsville residents can drop off shoes from Monday, 
Nov. 10 through Sunday, Nov. 16 at 
the Burnsville Ice Center.  

Shoes of all types, sizes and styles, in 
any condition, will be accepted. Shoes 
collected during this event are either 
separated for reuse or recycled into 
new products. 

In 2013, Burnsville, Eagan and Apple 
Valley prevented a combined 3.8 tons 
of shoes from going to the landfill.

For more information visit 
www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org/shoes.

Bluebirds Find Home in Civic Center Prairie
If you build it, they will come! 

Sometimes all it takes to attract wildlife is a little 
patch of the right habitat. Take, for example, 
the pair of Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) that 
took up residence this spring in one of the new 
bluebird boxes at the prairie planting along 
Nicollet Avenue and Civic Center Parkway.  

This area, which was previously maintained 
as turf grass, was converted to prairie in 

2010 to reduce 
maintenance costs, 
reduce the need 
for fertilizers and 
herbicides, filter 
runoff water and 
provide wildlife 
habitat.   

City staff added 
two bluebird 

boxes this past May. Within a week, a male 
bluebird had staked claim to one of the boxes, 
and was singing away trying to attract a 
female. A City volunteer who was monitoring 
the boxes soon noticed nesting material, and on 
May 25 saw the first eggs.  

Despite a cold spring, the diligent bluebird 
parents managed to hatch four chicks, and were 
busy throughout June catching insects to feed 
their young. By July 1, the youngsters had grown 
large enough to leave the nest.  

Bluebirds are one of the more colorful types 
of wildlife that benefit from native plantings, 
but they aren’t the only ones. Butterflies, bees, 
dragonflies and other beneficial insects are 
attracted to the area due to the high abundance 
of wildflowers. Birds, in turn, are attracted to 
the area to feed on the insects. Ruby-throated 
hummingbirds also visit the flowers for sugar-rich 

nectar. Goldfinches 
feast on the 
abundant seeds 
during the fall 
and winter. Song 
sparrows hide their 
nests in the thick 
grassy vegetation.  

While not everyone 
can add a several-
acre native 
planting to their 
property, even a small native plant garden can 
attract an impressive array of colorful wildlife. 
Adding a bluebird or wren box can further 
encourage wildlife to visit your yard.  

For more information on starting a native planting 
that can attract birds and beneficial insects visit 
www.burnsville.org/nativeplants.  

A female bluebird incubating eggs 
at Civic Center prairie this spring. 
Photo Credit: Rich Doll

What: Shoe Recycling Week
When: Nov. 10-16, 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Ice Center

251 Civic Center Parkway
(containers are located inside)

Cost: FREE

Male and female bluebird holding 
insects to feed their hungry chicks.
Photo Credit: Rich Doll

Shoe recycling containers will be located 
inside the Burnsville Ice Center.

Financial Management

How do I get more information?
To help residents better understand how the City 
allocates its funds, Burnsville will hold public 
meetings on the budget and release a Video 
Budget Open House. The video will highlight the 
major services provided by the City and how 
they are funded. It will also invite residents to 
submit any questions, ideas or feedback on the 
budget directly to Burnsville’s department heads 
or online at www.burnsville.org/budget.

The video will be played on 
BCTV 16 for Comcast Cable 
subscribers and available at 
www.YouTube.com/
cityofburnsvillemn. 
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Voter Registration 
Minnesota voters may pre-register to vote until Oct. 14. Voters may also register at the polls on Election Day using one of the following ways to verify 
their address in the precinct:    

•	 A current, valid Minnesota Driver’s License, learner’s permit or identification card (or receipt for a new one) 
or tribal identification card containing your address in the precinct

•	 “Notice of Late Registration” card mailed by the county auditor (if you turned in a registration card late) 
•	 Someone who is registered in the precinct where you live to vouch for your residence
•	 Valid registration at another address in the same precinct
•	 Any state driver’s license/identification card, U.S. passport, U.S. military identification card, student 

identification card or tribal identification card that includes your name and photo AND a residential lease 
agreement or an original bill, account or start of service statement that includes your name and current 
address in the precinct and is dated or has a due date within 30 days of the election

For more information or to confirm voter registration at your current address contact Dakota County at 
651-438-4380 or visit www.mnvotes.org.

New Absentee Ballot Voting Rules
Absentee voting is now open. A new State law has 
removed the need for an excuse in order for residents to 
vote absentee. Now, any resident who wishes to fill out an 
absentee ballot may do so.

To vote absentee by mail, apply early to allow time to hand 
deliver or have the ballot returned by mail prior to Election 
Day. To receive an application contact the Election Hotline at 
952-895-4433 or City Hall at 952-895-4468 or visit 
www.burnsville.org/elections. 

Each election season, Burnsville’s City Clerk’s office, along with hundreds of election judges and assistants, spend hours 
training and working election precincts. 

The 2014 General Election includes a number of races that determine who will represent Burnsville on various levels of 
government. A sample ballot is available at www.burnsville.org/elections. 

Polls will be open at all 17 Burnsville precincts from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 4 (see map below).

Two City Council Seats Up 
for Election
The Aug. 12 Primary Election 
narrowed the field for two 
open Burnsville City Council 
Seats from seven to four. 

The top four vote-getters were:
•	 William J. Coughlin (incumbent) (1525 votes)
•	 Dan Kealey (incumbent) (1471 votes)
•	 Cara Schulz (1028 votes)
•	 Jake Nelson (499 votes)

A total of 3,475 Burnsville residents voted in the Primary 
Election – nearly 10 percent of the City’s eligible voters. 
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General Election Set for Nov. 4
Local, State and National Races Fill Ballot
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State Legislative District Boundaries

City of Burnsville Precinct Map
PR EC I N C T LOC A TI ON A D D R ESS

1 Sioux Trail  Elem. School 2801 Riv er Hills Driv e
2 St. James Lutheran Church 3650 Williams Driv e
3 Vista View  School 13109 County Road 5
4 Sky Oaks School 100 East 134th Street
5 Eden Baptist Church 1313 Hw y 13
6 William Byrne School 11608 Riv er Hills Driv e
7 Neill School 13409 Upton Av enue South
8 Burnsv ille City Hall 100 Civ ic Center Parkw ay
9 Gideon Pond School 613 East 130th Street

10 M ary, M other of the Church 3333 Cliff Road
11 Discov er Church 14300 Burnsv ille Pkw y
12 Grace United M ethodist Church 15309 M aple Island Rd
13 Berean Baptist Church 309 East County Road 42
14 Echo Park Elementary School 14100 Co. Rd. 11
15 Episcopal Church of the Nativ ity 15601 M aple Island Road
16 Buck Hill Ski Resort 15400 Buck Hill Road
17 Dakota County Library 1101 West County Road 42
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City Services

In an effort to assist residents working to remove buckthorn, the City’s compost site will remain open weekends in October for disposal of the invasive 
plant. The compost site, normally closed to the public, will be open to 
Burnsville residents for buckthorn ONLY.

For more information on buckthorn visit www.burnsville.org/buckthorn.

City Compost Site Remains Open Weekends for Buckthorn

Buckthorn shades out ground cover vegetation, resulting in soil erosion and a lack of wildlife 
habitat. The photo on the left shows a healthy, buckthorn-free forest with thick groundcover 
vegetation and the photo on the right shows a buckthorn-invaded forest with bare soils.

When: Weekends in October 
Oct. 4–5; 11–12; 18–19; 25–26

Where: City Compost Site 
(next to City Archery Range, 12151 Pleasant Ave.)

Hours: Saturday and Sunday ONLY from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Election Night Results on 
BCTV 16, Burnsville.org

Burnsville Civic Television (BCTV) 
Channel 16 will provide local 
election results beginning when polls 
close at 8 p.m. on Nov. 4. A link 
to Dakota County’s 
election results will 
also be available at 
www.burnsville.org. 

Residents cast their vote at the Aug. 
12 Primary Election. Nearly 10 
percent of Burnsville’s eligible voters 
turned out for the August Primary. 

When: Sept. 19 – Nov. 3: 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 1: 10 a.m. – 3 pm. 
Monday, Nov. 3:   8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Where: Burnsville City Hall
100 Civic Center Parkway
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