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•	 Do You Want to Build a Rain Garden?
•	 Annual Tree Sale Saturday, April 25
•	 New – Native Plant Market  

Saturday, May 30
•	 Emerald Ash Borer Found in  

Dakota County
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•	 Protect Your Neighborhood Pond
•	 ‘Wade Into Wetlands’ Volunteers Needed
•	 Nominate Your Neighborhood for 

Buckthorn Pickup
•	 Burnsville Garden & Landscape Contest 

Nominations Open June 17
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•	 Spring Activities for Seniors 62+
•	 Mark the Calendar for Summer  

Concerts and Movies
•	 Recreation Highlight: Get Kids in the 

‘Swing’ of Summer with Birnamwood’s 
Junior Golf Program
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•	 City, School and Chamber Recognized for 

‘Real World Ready Career Day’
•	 Off-Sale Liquor Ordinance Reviewed
•	 Largest Single-Family Housing 

Development in 10 Years Underway
•	 Why Do You Need a Building Permit?

Comments and questions about this 
issue of the Burnsville Bulletin can be 
sent by mail to the Communications 
Department, by phone to  
952-895-4402 or email to  
marty.doll@burnsvillemn.gov.Bu
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Information on upcoming City Council 
and Commission meetings can be 
found at www.burnsville.org/meetings.

Meetings are subject to change and 
cancelation. Unless noted, all meetings 
will be televised on Burnsville Civic 
Channel 16 and streamed live at 
www.burnsville.org/meetings.Ci
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Public Safety
Page 8
•	 Embrace the ‘Call for Any Police, Fire or 

Medical Response’ Mentality
•	 Spring Clean Your Medicine Cabinet
•	 Don’t Be Alarmed  

(continued from page 1)

Take an Active Role in Local Government
Serve on a City Advisory Commission
The Burnsville City Council is once again looking for 
residents interested in serving on its City advisory 
commissions. Openings are available on:

Economic Development Commission: 
One Regular Member (three-year term) 
Two Alternate Members (three-year term)
Advises on economic development and business 
development issues.  

Ames Center Advisory Commission: 
One Regular Member (three-year term)
Reviews, researches and makes recommendations on 
issues related to the operation of the Ames Center.  

Planning Commission: 
Two Regular Members (three-year term) 
Two Regular Members (one-year term)
Reviews, researches and makes recommendations on 
issues related to land use and development.

Parks and Natural Resources Commission:  
One Regular Member (three-year term) 
Two Youth Members (one-year term) 
Reviews and makes recommendations on issues related to 
parks, recreation, open spaces and natural resources.  

Terms begin July 1, and are open to Burnsville residents 
18 and older. Youth commission appointments are open 
to any Burnsville resident that will be a high school junior 
or senior in the fall of 2015. Membership on certain 
commissions is allowed to non-residents who own a 
business or property in Burnsville. 

The application deadline is Friday, May 1, 2015 at 
4:30 p.m. The City Council will conduct interviews for 
appointments in mid- to late-May.
 

For more information or to apply online visit 
www.burnsville.org/commissions.

Don’t Be Alarmed
Severe Weather Sirens to Be Used Less with New Policy

** This article was originally 
printed in its entirety in the 
Spring/Summer 2015 Dakota 
County Newsletter 

We all know Aesop’s fable, 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf, 
where a shepherd boy tricks 
nearby villagers into thinking 
a wolf is attacking his flock. 
The first few times the boy 
succeeds and the villagers 

rush to his aid. Eventually, the villagers ignore his calls. 

Residents have often compared the boy in the story 
to the outdoor warning sirens sounded during severe 
weather. When sirens are sounded and residents don’t 

see damage, they begin to ignore the warning. Cities and 
counties are now learning that overuse of sirens may do 
more harm than good.

For example, in 2011, when more than 1,000 people 
were injured and 158 died during tornadoes in Joplin, 
Mo., emergency managers cited that many residents 
were desensitized by the frequent use of sirens.

Because of this siren “fatigue,” City and Dakota County 
emergency managers, with a recommendation from the 
National Weather Service, have changed their policy 
regarding when sirens are activated.

continued on page 8
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•	 Ames Center Events
•	 Seventh-Annual Community-Wide  

Garage Sale May 15 – 16
•	 Are You Crazy in Love with Burnsville? 

That’s Ok, We Are Too!

Neighborhoods
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•	 Spring Appliance & Electronics Drop-Off
•	 Affordable Rain Barrels, Compost Bins 

Available
•	 Public Works Crews Prepare for Spring
•	 Curbside Collection June 8 – 13
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Seventh-Annual Community-Wide Garage Sale May 15 – 16
Burnsville’s Community-Wide Garage Sale is a great 
opportunity to do some spring cleaning and shop for new 
treasures. 

Homeowners may choose to hold a sale on Friday and/or 
Saturday. The event will be held rain or shine. Participants will 
be given a registration number to place in their yard to identify 
the sale.

The City will provide a map listing all registered garage sales to 
help connect shoppers. Printed maps will be available in early 
May at City Hall, Burnsville Ice Center, Birnamwood Golf Course, 
the Burnsville Maintenance Center and Burnhaven Library. Maps 
will also be available for download online.

Register your sale and download a sale map at www.burnsville.org/garagesale.

Recycle refrigerators, microwaves, TVs, computers and more at the annual Spring Appliance & 
Electronics Drop-Off during I Love Burnsville Week.

ACCEPTED ITEMS:
•	 No charge for washers, dryers, ovens, microwaves, refrigerators, freezers, dishwashers, 

dehumidifiers, humidifiers, water heaters and water softeners
•	 No charge for air conditioners and scrap metal (lawn/garden/power tools);  

ALL FLUIDS MUST BE DRAINED
•	 No charge for bicycles in any condition (will be refurbished and donated)
•	 Computer monitors and televisions ($12-$30)
•	 Other residential electronic devices such as computers, stereos and DVD players ($5)
•	 Mattresses or box springs; any condition accepted but must be dry ($12)

NOT ACCEPTED:
•	 Hazardous waste (such as aerosols, household batteries, cleaners, paint, light bulbs, 

pesticides, etc.)
•	 Furniture
•	 Construction/demolition materials
•	 Vacuum cleaners 
•	 Tires 

For more information and a full list of accepted items visit www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org  
and search “Drop-Off.”

Twin CiTies BalleT of MinnesoTa

            The Ballet Narnia

Twin Cities Ballet’s newest 
original full-length production, 
based on C.S. Lewis’ classic book, 
“The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe.”

Created in the tradition of the 
classic story ballets, “Narnia: The 
Ballet” features an original story 
adaptation, musical compilation, 
costumes and choreography. 

Full of magic, imagination, hope 
and redemption, Narnia is sure 
to delight the whole family!

World Premiere
May 8–10, 2015

Tickets available in person at the Ames Center Box Office, 
via Ticketmaster at 800-982-2787 or at Ticketmaster.com

AMES CENTER

TwinCitiesBallet.org

Presents
In collaboration with Ballet Royale Minnesota

The Chameleon Theatre Circle: Jesus Christ Superstar
Black Box • April 10 – 26 •  Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday at 2 p.m.   
Ticket Information: Adults $22; Students and Seniors $19

In Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s milestone musical, the destinies and struggles of Judas, Jesus and the 
disciples collide as they try to make sense of their paths in life, and grapple with the outcomes of their choices. 
Delve into one of the greatest stories of all time with The Chameleon Theatre Circle, and experience it as you never 
have before.

For ticket information visit www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

Narnia: The Ballet - The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
Main Stage • May 8 at 7 p.m.;  May 9 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.;  May 10 at 2 p.m.   
Ticket Information: Adults $34, $30 & $18; Students and Seniors $30, $26 & $18

Twin Cities Ballet of Minnesota is excited to present the world premiere of its newest original full-length production, 
based on C.S. Lewis’ classic book, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. Created in the tradition of the classic 
story ballets, Narnia: The Ballet features an original story adaptation, musical compilation, stage designs, sets, 
lighting, costumes and choreography. Full of magic, imagination, hope and redemption, Narnia is sure to delight 
the whole family.

The Broadway Dolls
Burnsville Rotary Annual Fundraiser: Concert for Caring
Main Stage • Saturday, April 25 at 8 p.m. • Ticket Information: $39

The Burnsville Rotary presents its 40th-annual charity event featuring The Broadway Dolls. This “Best of 
Manhattan” award-winning concert experience features a roster of the most dynamic and beautiful women of the 
Broadway stage. Seen on Access Hollywood and Entertainment Tonight, The Broadway Dolls are described as “a 
Broadway revue with a sexy rock n’ roll twist.” Join this theatrical celebration of Broadway music, rock n’ roll, 60’s 
girl groups and dance.   

Register Your Sale
Be a part of this year’s 
Community-Wide Garage Sale!

Sale 
Dates:

Friday and Saturday
May 15 – 16

Cost: $20
Registration deadline is 
Friday, April 24

You never know what you’ll be able to find—or sell—at 
the Community-Wide Garage Sale.

Are You Crazy in Love with Burnsville? That’s Ok, We Are Too!
I Love Burnsville Week is May 30 – June 6
Burnsville’s annual I Love Burnsville Week is a celebration of everything that makes the community a great place 
to live, work and play! Hundreds of people turn out to participate in events, meet their neighbors and have fun. 
Show your love for Burnsville at this year’s fun events.

View details about all of the events happening during I Love Burnsville Week at www.burnsville.org/love.

Saturday
May 30

Sunday
May 31

Monday
June 1

Tuesday
June 2

•	 I Love Burnsville  
Softball Tournament

•	 Host a Barbecue with Your 
Neighbors

•	 Burnsville YMCA Open House •	 USTA ‘Ready, Set, Rally’  
Tennis Lessons Start

•	 Essay Contest Winners  
Announced at  
City Council Meeting

Wednesday
June 3

Thursday
June 4

Friday
June 5

Saturday
June 6

•	 Intro to Pickleball Event at  
North River Hills Park

•	 Burnsville Senior Center  
Ice Cream Social

•	 Buck Hill Mountain Bike Race

•	 I Love Burnsville Golf  
Tournament at Birnamwood

•	 Friday Fest featuring:
°° Music
°° Food Truck & Shaved Ice
°° Flicks on the Bricks Movie

•	 I Love Burnsville 5K Race in  
Nicollet Commons Park

•	 Walk with the Mayor
•	 Appliance & Electronics  

Drop-Off at  
Burnsville Maintenance Center

Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM) is partnering with cities and counties throughout Minnesota to bring residents affordable rain barrels and 
compost bins. Burnsville residents can order these items online, and pick them up during I Love Burnsville Week in June.

Rain Barrels Compost Bins
$69 $55
Reg. $105 Reg. $139

How to Order
•	 Visit www.RecycleMinnesota.org 
•	 Choose the “Burnsville Sale Event”
•	 Place your order and pay via credit card

Using a rain barrel helps conserve natural resources by using rain water rather than water from the 
spigot.  It can also reduce storm water runoff, which is a major polluter of waterways. Using a compost bin can reduce more than 25 percent of a user’s 
waste from going to a landfill.

Public Works Crews 
Prepare for Spring
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Seventh-Annual Community-Wide Garage Sale May 15 – 16
Burnsville’s Community-Wide Garage Sale is a great 
opportunity to do some spring cleaning and shop for new 
treasures. 

Homeowners may choose to hold a sale on Friday and/or 
Saturday. The event will be held rain or shine. Participants will 
be given a registration number to place in their yard to identify 
the sale.

The City will provide a map listing all registered garage sales to 
help connect shoppers. Printed maps will be available in early 
May at City Hall, Burnsville Ice Center, Birnamwood Golf Course, 
the Burnsville Maintenance Center and Burnhaven Library. Maps 
will also be available for download online.

Register your sale and download a sale map at www.burnsville.org/garagesale.

Recycle refrigerators, microwaves, TVs, computers and more at the annual Spring Appliance & 
Electronics Drop-Off during I Love Burnsville Week.

ACCEPTED ITEMS:
•	 No charge for washers, dryers, ovens, microwaves, refrigerators, freezers, dishwashers, 

dehumidifiers, humidifiers, water heaters and water softeners
•	 No charge for air conditioners and scrap metal (lawn/garden/power tools);  

ALL FLUIDS MUST BE DRAINED
•	 No charge for bicycles in any condition (will be refurbished and donated)
•	 Computer monitors and televisions ($12-$30)
•	 Other residential electronic devices such as computers, stereos and DVD players ($5)
•	 Mattresses or box springs; any condition accepted but must be dry ($12)

NOT ACCEPTED:
•	 Hazardous waste (such as aerosols, household batteries, cleaners, paint, light bulbs, 

pesticides, etc.)
•	 Furniture
•	 Construction/demolition materials
•	 Vacuum cleaners 
•	 Tires 

For more information and a full list of accepted items visit www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org  
and search “Drop-Off.”

Spring Appliance & Electronics Drop-Off
I Love Burnsville Week — Saturday, June 6

Twin CiTies BalleT of MinnesoTa

            The Ballet Narnia

Twin Cities Ballet’s newest 
original full-length production, 
based on C.S. Lewis’ classic book, 
“The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe.”

Created in the tradition of the 
classic story ballets, “Narnia: The 
Ballet” features an original story 
adaptation, musical compilation, 
costumes and choreography. 

Full of magic, imagination, hope 
and redemption, Narnia is sure 
to delight the whole family!

World Premiere
May 8–10, 2015

Tickets available in person at the Ames Center Box Office, 
via Ticketmaster at 800-982-2787 or at Ticketmaster.com

AMES CENTER

TwinCitiesBallet.org

Presents
In collaboration with Ballet Royale Minnesota

For ticket information visit www.ames-center.com or call 952-895-4680

Are You Crazy in Love with Burnsville? That’s Ok, We Are Too!
I Love Burnsville Week is May 30 – June 6

Saturday
May 30

Sunday
May 31

Monday
June 1

Tuesday
June 2

•	 I Love Burnsville  
Softball Tournament

•	 Host a Barbecue with Your 
Neighbors

•	 Burnsville YMCA Open House •	 USTA ‘Ready, Set, Rally’  
Tennis Lessons Start

•	 Essay Contest Winners  
Announced at  
City Council Meeting

Wednesday
June 3

Thursday
June 4

Friday
June 5

Saturday
June 6

•	 Intro to Pickleball Event at  
North River Hills Park

•	 Burnsville Senior Center  
Ice Cream Social

•	 Buck Hill Mountain Bike Race

•	 I Love Burnsville Golf  
Tournament at Birnamwood

•	 Friday Fest featuring:
°° Music
°° Food Truck & Shaved Ice
°° Flicks on the Bricks Movie

•	 I Love Burnsville 5K Race in  
Nicollet Commons Park

•	 Walk with the Mayor
•	 Appliance & Electronics  

Drop-Off at  
Burnsville Maintenance Center

When: Saturday, June 6 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Where: Burnsville Maintenance Center
13713 Frontier Court

Cost: Free or a small, per-item fee
Cash or check only

Curbside Collection June 8 – 13
Whatever the unwanted item, get it 
out of the house during Burnsville’s 
2015 Curbside Collection Week. 
Buckingham Companies will give 
Burnsville residents a discount on 
curbside pickup of bulky items, 
appliances and electronics.  

Contact them at 952-226-6441 
to schedule a pickup and arrange 
payment. Mention the I Love 
Burnsville curbside collection to 
receive a reduced rate. Pickup will 
be on the same day as your weekly 
garbage collection. Call by 2 p.m. 
the day before to use this promotion.

For pricing and a list of accepted 
items visit 
www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org and 
search “Curbside Collection.”

When: June 8 – 13
Where: Your residence,  

at the curb
Cost: Per-item fee

Cash or check only
Can’t make the drop-off or curbside collection? Use this coupon 
good for one pickup truck load of bulky items.

Affordable Rain Barrels, Compost Bins Available
Recycling Association of Minnesota (RAM) is partnering with cities and counties throughout Minnesota to bring residents affordable rain barrels and 
compost bins. Burnsville residents can order these items online, and pick them up during I Love Burnsville Week in June.

Rain Barrels Compost Bins
$69 $55
Reg. $105 Reg. $139

How to Order
•	 Visit www.RecycleMinnesota.org 
•	 Choose the “Burnsville Sale Event”
•	 Place your order and pay via credit card

Using a rain barrel helps conserve natural resources by using rain water rather than water from the 
spigot.  It can also reduce storm water runoff, which is a major polluter of waterways. Using a compost bin can reduce more than 25 percent of a user’s 
waste from going to a landfill.

Pickup Details
When: Saturday, June 6

9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Where: Burnsville Maintenance Facility

13713 Frontier Court
All orders must be picked up on June 6, 
no exceptions.

Public Works Crews 
Prepare for Spring

For Burnsville’s Public 
Works Department, 
plowing is to winter 
what street sweeping 
is to spring.

Street sweeping will 
begin on or around 
April 1 (weather 
permitting), starting 

with collector streets and the watershed district. From 
there, crews will move into residential areas.

Residents are asked to help remove as much debris as 
possible from the storm drain catch basins adjacent to 
their property. This helps reduce storm water backups. 

For more information on street sweeping visit 
www.burnsville.org/streetsweeping.  

Request City Service
Does your yard have damage from 
winter plowing? Does your street 
have potholes? Report it online at 
www.burnsville.org/request. 
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Do You Want to Build a Rain Garden?
Free ‘How To’ Workshop for Residents

Attend an introductory Blue Thumb Workshop 
to learn how native gardens, rain gardens and 
native shoreline plantings work to help improve 
local water quality. 

During the workshop, participants will see 
dozens of affordable designs that transform 
bland urban landscapes into beautiful retreats.  
The presentation will also address financial incentives that are available. After the introductory 
workshop, residents can sign up for an advanced workshop to get help designing a plan specific to 
their property.  

Registration is required. Visit www.dakotacountyswcd.org/bluethumb.html or call 612-480-7777. 

Annual Tree Sale Saturday, April 25
Adding a tree to your property can reduce your 
energy bill, help protect water quality, and add 
beauty to your property. As the old saying goes, 
“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. 
The next best time is today.”

Trees
Tree prices range from $20 to $35. Quantities 
are limited to two trees per household. Trees are 
locally grown and vary in size from 5 to 12 feet.

Tree Sale Tips
Residents are encouraged to arrive early for 
the best selection. Only cash or checks will 
be accepted. Since bare root trees should be 
planted immediately, residents should also 
prepare their tree planting site before the sale. 

Call Gopher State One-Call (651-454-0002) 
to have utilities marked before digging.

Please note that native plants will no longer 
be sold at the tree sale. For a complete list of 
available trees, pricing, additional tips and 
information on boulevard planting visit 
www.burnsville.org/treesale.

Who: Burnsville residents only
When: Saturday, April 25

7 – 10 a.m. 
(or until all trees are sold)

Where: 75 Civic Center Parkway 
(Across from City Hall)

Who: Burnsville/Dakota County residents
When: April 9 at 6:15 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall

100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

Fund Your Rain Garden with City Grant Program
The City of Burnsville offers grants of up to $1,000 for residents willing to add a rain garden or perform shoreline restoration on their property.  

Application deadline is Monday, April 27. To download a grant application or for more information visit www.burnsville.org/WQGRANT. 

Rain gardens don’t just look good – they also help protect 
neighborhood ponds and lakes.

Emerald Ash Borer Found in Dakota County
City to Treat 955 Ash Trees, Remove 120 in Poor Condition

In December 2014, an Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
infestation was found in Dakota County at 
Lebanon Hills Regional Park. As a result, Dakota 
County has been added to the Department 
of Agriculture’s list of quarantined counties. 
The quarantine restricts the movement of ash 
trees and their parts – including any kind of 
hardwood firewood – from Dakota County.

As part of the City of Burnsville’s proactive 
EAB Management Plan, the City will treat 955 
boulevard ash trees and remove another 120 
that are in poor condition this year.

This second round of treatment will be limited to 
the northern half of Burnsville. Residents in the 
area where trees will be treated or removed 
will be notified in advance, and will be able to 
take advantage of the City’s bulk pricing for the 
treatment of ash trees on private property. 

Removals will be throughout the City and will 
consist of public ash trees only.

For more information visit 
www.burnsville.org/EAB. 

Burnsville will treat 955 public ash trees in 2015. 

New — Native Plant Market Saturday, May 30
For the first time, Burnsville will hold a native plant market separate from the Annual Tree Sale. Residents are encouraged 
to help birds, butterflies and bees by growing native plants. 

Native wildflowers, ferns and grasses will be for sale from 
multiple vendors. The sale will be held rain or shine. 
Only cash or checks are accepted. 

For more information and a list of plant vendors visit 
www.burnsville.org/nativeplants. 

For more info: www.burnsville.org/NativePlants

NATIVE PLANT MARKET
Saturday, May 30th
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Parking lot across the street 
from Burnsville City Hall,
100 Civic Center Parkway

Open to Everyone

WHEN:

WHERE:

WHO:

Open
Rain or

Shine!

NATIVE
Let’s Grow

Native wild�owers, ferns, and grasses will be 
available for sale from multiple vendors.

Cash or checks only.

City of Burnsville

Who: Residents and non-residents
When: Saturday, May 30

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Across from Burnsville City Hall 

(100 Civic Center Parkway)
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Environmental 
guide for the 

cities of 
Apple Valley, 

Burnsville and 
Eagan

IN THIS ISSUE:

Ways to Reduce Waste

Re-Use Info

Recycling Guide

Household Hazardous 
Waste Info

Great Ways to Reduce Waste 
It takes time and money to handle all the waste we throw away.  When we reduce the amount of stuff we buy and eventually 
throw away, we end up with more time, space and money.

• Hydrate Intelligently: Invest in a reusable water bottle.  In 2012, Americans purchased about 222 disposable water 
  bottles each—that equals about $100 per person. Plastic bottles are recyclable, but fewer than one in four make it 
  to the recycling bin.  

• Opt Out: Tired of receiving a new YellowPages every year?  Opt-Out of receiving the YellowPages at 
  www.yellowpagesoptout.com or call 1-800-929-3556

• Bring a Bag: The average American acquires about 500 shopping bags a year. Bring reusable bags and containers 
  when shopping, traveling, or packing lunches and leftovers. 

• Make Smart Choices: Choose products that are returnable, reusable, or refillable over single-use items. 

• Buy in Bulk: Avoid individually wrapped items, snack packs, and single-serve containers. Instead, buy large containers 
  of items or from bulk bins whenever practical. Eliminating disposable packaging and single-serving items in lunches 
  can save families $250 a year. 

• Compost: Compost food scraps and yard waste. Food and yard waste accounts for about 11 percent of the garbage 
  thrown away in the Twin Cities metro area. Many types of food scraps, along with leaves and yard trimmings, can 
  be combined in your backyard compost bin. For more information: www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org/backyard-composting

• Decrease your Junk Mail: Reduce the amount of unwanted mail you receive. The average American receives more 
  than 40 pounds of junk mail every year. Find ways to reduce catalog delivery, credit card offers and more at 
  RethinkRecycling.com.

How About Borrowing and Sharing Items?
Is the storage space in your home overflowing?  Many of us 
wish our basement or garage was less cluttered, more spacious, 
and more efficient.  But when it’s time for a new project, 
sport, or read, we tend to run out and buy tools, sports 
equipment, and books when we could borrow or share 
instead.  
 • Rent tools from your local hardware store or even share
  tools with your neighbors. 
 • Ask friends or try a second hand store for used sports
  equipment. 
 • When hosting a party, ask guests to bring tables and
  chairs (even dishes and glasses), or rent from a party
  rental shop. 
 • Use your local library for books, movies and more!

Where can I donate and buy used? 
When it comes time to clean out your household storage, 
remember the old adage: one man’s trash is another man’s 
treasure. Consider donating what you no longer use to 
charities:
 • Check with your local library; many accept 
  donations of books. 
 • Charitable organizations take clothing, household
  goods, and some furniture. 
 • Some shelters accept used work clothes for clients 
  going on job interviews. 
 • Unwanted non-perishable food can be donated to 
  a local food shelf. 
 • Usable cell phones, electronics, and old CDs, 
  DVDs and even VHS tapes can be donated for 
  soldiers or shelters.

2015

CONTACT US:

www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org

twitter.com/DVRecycling

Apple Valley or Burnsville: 

952.895.4559

Eagan: 

651.675.5011

This guide is partially funded by 

the City of Burnsville, Dakota County 

and the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency.

D A K O T A  V A L L E Y  R E C Y C L I N G

Re-Use 
Why Should I Donate Unwanted Items?
• Keeps items out of the trash  •  Supports local businesses

• Reduces the resources needed to make new products

• Helps many charities raise funds  

HELPS LOCAL BUSINESSES

For more information on Reuse: www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org/for-residents/reuse-for-residents

317236_Eguide.indd   1 3/30/15   7:56 AM



651-905-4520 
3365 S. Hwy 149 (Dodd Road)
Eagan, MN 55121

www.dakotacounty.us
Search: The Recycling Zone

Hours:
Wednesday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thursday: Noon – 8 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Saturday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

This guide was printed on Recycled Paper.

www.DakotaValleyRecycling.org  // twitter.com/DVRecycling  // Apple Valley or Burnsville: 952.895.4559  // Eagan: 651.675.5011

Household Chemicals & Hazardous Waste Area
Items like paint, cleaners, chemicals, batteries, gasoline,  
automotive fluids and fluorescent bulbs are accepted for 
free from households ONLY. Businesses with hazardous 
waste should contact Dakota County at 952-891-7020  
for more information. 

Recycling
Bring in items such as glass bottles and jars, plastic  
bottles/jugs/tubs, metal cans, paper, cardboard, plastic 
bags, packing peanuts, scrap metal and cooking oil to be 
recycled for free. Separate recyclables by material type.

Home Sharps
Bring home sharps (needles, syringes, lancets) in a rigid, 
sealed container with the label “Do not recycle: household 
sharps.”  Accepted from residents only.

Electronics Recycling
Items such as computers, laptops, monitors, computer  
accessories, TVs, VCRs, DVD players and game systems 
are accepted for free from households ONLY.  Small 
household electronics such as toasters, blenders, coffee 
makers, hair dryers and vacuum cleaners are also accepted.  
Remove batteries.  Business electronics are collected  
separately; contact The Recycling Zone for more  
information.

Not accepted: major appliances, microwaves, humidifiers, 
dehumidifiers, water heaters, medical waste.

Reuse Area
Products brought in for disposal—such as paint, cleaners, 
fertilizers and solvents—are available for free to visitors  
if they are still useable.

Checkout these other services:

· Compost Bin Sales

· Aluminum Can Redemption

· Lead Sinker Exchange

· Mercury Thermometer Exchange

Services Offered at The Recycling Zone
The Recycling Zone, run by Dakota County, is your place to get rid of the stuff you can’t throw in the trash.  For a full 
list of items that can be disposed of at The Recycling Zone, go to www.dakotacounty.us and search “materials accepted.”  
A valid driver’s license is required to bring items to The Recycling Zone.

What Can Go in my Recycling Bin at Home? 
These guidelines apply to residents in Burnsville.

Maybe: Depends on your Hauler
Some recycling haulers are collecting more materials.  Visit www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org/curbside for an up-to-date list 
of what items are accepted in your curbside bin. Click on your hauler’s logo to see if you can recycle: 

Paper: Pizza boxes (NO food residue or grease) • Boxes from frozen food 
Metal: Aluminum foil • Aluminum trays or pie tins • Empty aerosol cans • Scrap metal items

Paper Metal Glass Plastic 

YES:
• Office and school paper 

• Mail and envelopes

• Newspapers, inserts, magazines  
 and catalogs 

• Phone books

• Shredded paper (in closed  
 paper bag)

• Boxes from cereal, crackers,  
 pasta and other dry foods

• Boxes from toothpaste,  
 medications and other toiletries 

• Cardboard from empty paper  
 towel and toilet paper rolls

• Boxes from refrigerated food  
 and beverage, including beer  
 and pop cases

• Cardboard boxes (flattened)

NO:
• Paper or boxes soiled with food

• Paper towels, napkins or facial  
 tissues

• Paper cups or plates

• Gift wrap or tissue paper

YES: 
• Metal food and beverage cans 

NO: 
• Containers that held hazardous  
 products, such as paint thinner  
 or automotive fluids

• Batteries

Cartons

YES: 
• Milk and juice cartons

• Juice boxes

• Soup, broth and wine cartons

YES:
 • Glass beverage bottles and  
  food jars

 NO:
 • Drinking glasses, mugs,  
  dishes, cookware, pottery  
  or vases

 • Window or mirror glass

 • Containers that held  
  hazardous products, such as  
  nail polish or hobby paint

 • Light bulbs

Leave caps & lids on for recycling

YES:
• ALL plastic bottles 

• ALL gallon and ½ gallon milk, juice  
 and water jugs 
• Margarine, cream cheese and  
 other tubs

• Yogurt, pudding and fruit cups

• Disposable plastic cups

• Plastic deli, fruit and take-out  
 containers

• Clear plastic packaging from toys  
 and electronics

NO:
• Styrofoam™ plates, cups or packaging

• PVC pipes

• Toys or school/office supplies

• Containers that held hazardous  
 products, such as automotive fluids  
 or pesticides

• Plastic bags and wrap 
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Environment

Attend an introductory Blue Thumb Workshop 
to learn how native gardens, rain gardens and 
native shoreline plantings work to help improve 
local water quality. 

During the workshop, participants will see 
dozens of affordable designs that transform 
bland urban landscapes into beautiful retreats.  
The presentation will also address financial incentives that are available. After the introductory 
workshop, residents can sign up for an advanced workshop to get help designing a plan specific to 
their property.  

Registration is required. Visit www.dakotacountyswcd.org/bluethumb.html or call 612-480-7777. 

Annual Tree Sale Saturday, April 25

Emerald Ash Borer Found in Dakota County
City to Treat 955 Ash Trees, Remove 120 in Poor Condition

This second round of treatment will be limited to 
the northern half of Burnsville. Residents in the 
area where trees will be treated or removed 
will be notified in advance, and will be able to 
take advantage of the City’s bulk pricing for the 
treatment of ash trees on private property. 

Removals will be throughout the City and will 
consist of public ash trees only.

For more information visit 
www.burnsville.org/EAB. 

New — Native Plant Market Saturday, May 30
For the first time, Burnsville will hold a native plant market separate from the Annual Tree Sale. Residents are encouraged 
to help birds, butterflies and bees by growing native plants. 

Native wildflowers, ferns and grasses will be for sale from 
multiple vendors. The sale will be held rain or shine. 
Only cash or checks are accepted. 

For more information and a list of plant vendors visit 
www.burnsville.org/nativeplants. 

For more info: www.burnsville.org/NativePlants

NATIVE PLANT MARKET
Saturday, May 30th
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Parking lot across the street 
from Burnsville City Hall,
100 Civic Center Parkway

Open to Everyone

WHEN:

WHERE:

WHO:

Open
Rain or

Shine!

NATIVE
Let’s Grow

Native wild�owers, ferns, and grasses will be 
available for sale from multiple vendors.

Cash or checks only.

City of Burnsville

Protect Your Neighborhood Pond
Have you ever watched water run down the street when it rains? This water is headed into a storm 
drain, which carries the rainwater runoff and snowmelt directly into your neighborhood pond or lake. 
The water is not treated or cleaned, so anything that washes into the storm drain ends up in local 
water bodies. “Anything” can include lawn fertilizer, dog droppings, grass clippings and more.

How to Protect Ponds:

•	 Capture Rain at Home 
Less storm water runoff from roofs means less pollution. Capture runoff using rain barrels and 
rain gardens. At minimum, direct your downspouts onto your lawn, not your driveway or sidewalk.

•	 Don’t Fertilize Ponds 
Reduce the amount of phosphorus and other nutrients that get washed into neighborhood ponds. 
Sweep up fertilizer and grass clippings from driveways and sidewalks. Also pick up pet waste.

•	 Shore Up Your Shoreline 
If you live next to a pond or lake, don’t mow along the shore. Instead, grow a buffer of native 
plants several feet wide. A shoreline buffer reduces shoreline erosion and captures pollution.

•	 Report Dumping in Storm Drains 
Nearly every year, the City receives reports of pollutants being dumped into storm drains. Dumping anything into a storm drain is illegal and 
threatens aquatic life, wildlife and human health. If you see it, report it by calling 952-895-4555.  

Did You Know? The water in your neighborhood pond will eventually evaporate, become groundwater, or travel through the storm drain system and 
enter the Minnesota River. Both groundwater and rivers are sources of drinking water, so by protecting your neighborhood pond, you’re protecting the 
drinking water supply!

For more information visit www.burnsville.org/stormwater. 

Keep neighborhood lakes and ponds – such as Wood Pond 
pictured above – clean by eliminating runoff pollution. 

‘Wade Into Wetlands’ Volunteers Needed
Residents are invited to get hip-deep in nature by volunteering to monitor Burnsville wetlands. No experience 
is needed. Volunteers will be provided all training and equipment, and be led by an experienced team 
leader.

Through the Wetland Health Evaluation Program (WHEP), volunteers will visit several wetlands to take 
measurements, collect insects, and identify plants. The average total time commitment is 10 to 30 hours from 
May through August. 

Register through May 1. To learn more or to register visit www.mnwhep.org or call the 
Dakota County Water Resources Department at 952-891-7000.WHEP volunteers enjoy their time on – and in – 

the water. Photo courtesy of Bernie DeMaster.

Nominate Your Neighborhood 
for Buckthorn Pickup
Applications Due June 1
Buckthorn, an invasive shrub, is a serious threat to Burnsville’s forested 
areas on both public and private land.  As part of the Nominate Your 
Neighborhood program, residents are invited to team up to organize 
a buckthorn removal event. If chosen, the City will then pick up the cut 
buckthorn free-of-charge. 

Neighborhoods must apply and be approved to qualify for free 
pickup. A minimum of three participating homeowners is required.  

For more information or to apply visit www.burnsville.org/nominate or 
call 952-895-4543.

Burnsville Garden & Landscape 
Contest Nominations Open 
June 17
The Burnsville Convention & Visitors Bureau is once again preparing for 
its annual Burnsville Garden and Landscape Contest.  

Residents and businesses are encouraged to get those gardens growing.  
Starting in June, nominations will be accepted for:

•	 Single Family Dwellings 
•	 Apartment Complexes
•	 Townhouse Complexes/Associations
•	 Condo Associations
•	 Neighborhoods
•	 Burnsville Businesses 

Nominations with the most impeccable landscaping or gardening will be 
chosen to win great prizes. 

Help share the beauty of 
Burnsville by nominating 
someone who keeps the 
community looking great.  
Get additional contest rules 
and information at 
www.BurnsvilleMN.com/Garden-Contest.cfm.

When: Nominations open 
Wednesday, June 17 and 
close Wednesday, July 15

Cost: FREE

When: Applications due June 1
Chosen neighborhoods notified July 1

Cost: FREE

Buckthorn is an invasive species that poses a serious threat to Burnsville’s forested areas.
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Wednesday in the Park 
Concerts

Thursday Rockin’ Lunch 
Hour Concerts

Friday Night Flicks 
on the Bricks

New Spaces Heart of 
the City Music Festival

Weekly musical entertainment 
is sponsored by District 191 
Community Education and the 
City of Burnsville. The Burnsville 
Senior Center sells popcorn for $1 
and attendees can bring a non-
perishable food item in exchange 
for a soft drink.

Performances are geared toward 
preschool-aged audiences, but 
will make all ages want to get 
up and dance! Bring a lunch and 
come early to join District 191’s 
elementary principals as they read 
books during Rockin’ Readers.

Nicollet Commons Park is 
transformed into an outdoor cinema 
on Friday nights. Grab your blanket 
or chairs – and maybe some 
popcorn – and come prepared to 
relax and enjoy a great show. 

Sunday nights bring another chance 
to rock out in Burnsville with the 
New Spaces Heart of the City Music 
Festival. 
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Spring Activities for Seniors 62+

Spring Aging and Wellness Expo
Aging isn’t always easy, but it doesn’t have to be done 
alone. Burnsville and neighboring residents are invited 
to this comprehensive collection of services available to 
older adults and caregivers – all at one time under one roof. 

The expo is sponsored by Elder Resource Association South of the River, 
and will feature information 
on area services for older 
adults and caregivers. 
Exhibits will include free 
health screenings, information 
on caregiver resources, 
giveaways, door prizes and 
much more.

Who: Older adults and caregivers
When: Thursday, April 30

2 – 5 p.m.
Where: Burnsville City Hall 

100 Civic Center Parkway
Cost: FREE

Community Enrichment

Fifth-Annual Senior Health & Fitness Day
Adults age 62+ are invited to take part in an active, educational and 
entertaining day. Activities for this year’s event will include a walk or roll 
through the park, fitness demonstrations and nutrition information. The 
event will take place rain or shine, 
and lunch and morning snacks are 
included. Hosted by the City of 
Burnsville, Augustana Care and the 
Burnsville Senior Center.

*Special Note: In honor of 
the event’s fifth anniversary in 
Burnsville, participants will get 
their $5 back at the event!

Who: Ages 62+
When: Thursday, May 28

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park

12550 Nicollet Ave.
Cost: $5 per person; 

limited to the first 150
Registration deadline is 
Thursday, May 21

Birnamwood’s junior golf program 
provides everything a young 
golfer needs to get started in the 
world of golf. The best part is – no 
experience is needed! 

Open to youth entering grades 
three through 10, the program 
starts with an Introduction to Golf 
Clinic. Participants are taught the 
rules, safety and etiquette of the 

sport – and learn about golf swings, different clubs, water hazards and 
bunkers – as they spend time at each of the nine holes on the course.

The program then turns to a hands-on, cooperative experience where 
children are grouped according to age, and hit the course for eight weeks 
to hone their skills golfing with other youth.

“This low-stress approach allows kids to learn from each other,” said Dan 
Hill, Birnamwood Superintendent. “It is a great way to develop individual 

golfing skills. It also builds confidence and leadership as the kids share 
tips and tricks they’ve learned along the way.” 

Volunteers and staff are also available to answer questions and 
provide feedback to the young golfers. The program rounds out with a 
tournament, where junior golfers have the chance to compete for prizes. 

For more information or to register for the junior golf program or adult 
leagues call 952-641-1370 or visit www.birnamwoodgolfcourse.com.

Recreation Highlight:

Get Kids in the ‘Swing’ of Summer with Birnamwood’s 
Junior Golf Program

Who: Youth entering grades three through 10 in fall 2015
When: Intro to Golf:  

Program Play: 
Tournament: 

Saturday, June 13 at 7:45 a.m.
Wednesdays, June 17 – Aug. 5
Wednesday, Aug. 12

Where: Birnamwood Golf Course
12424 Parkwood Drive

Cost: $150 or $32.50 with Birnamwood Annual Pass
Registration is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
164 spots are available. 

A complete list of concert performers and movies is available at www.burnsville.org/events, click “Summer Concerts/Movies.”  

Dates: June 5, June 19, 
July 10, July 24, 
Aug. 7 & Aug. 21

Time: Seating at 7:30 p.m.
Shows at dusk

Where: Nicollet Commons Park
12550 Nicollet Ave.

Mark the Calendar for Summer Concerts and Movies
Beginning in June, there’s no shortage of great outdoor concerts and movies for the whole family to enjoy. All of these events are free and open to the 
public, so grab friends, sunscreen, lawn chairs and dancing shoes—or sandals—and enjoy!

Dates: June 24 – Aug. 5
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Civic Center Park

Civic Center Parkway

Dates: June 11 – Aug. 13
(no show July 2)

Time: Readers: 11:15 a.m.
Concerts: Noon

Where: Nicollet Commons Park
12550 Nicollet Ave.

Dates: June 28 – Aug. 2
Time: 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Where: Nicollet Commons Park

12550 Nicollet Ave.

Register online at www.burnsville.org/recreation and click “Online Registration,” by phone at 952-895-4500 or at the Recreation Office in City Hall.
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Wednesday in the Park 
Concerts

Thursday Rockin’ Lunch 
Hour Concerts

Friday Night Flicks 
on the Bricks

New Spaces Heart of 
the City Music Festival

Weekly musical entertainment 
is sponsored by District 191 
Community Education and the 
City of Burnsville. The Burnsville 
Senior Center sells popcorn for $1 
and attendees can bring a non-
perishable food item in exchange 
for a soft drink.

Performances are geared toward 
preschool-aged audiences, but 
will make all ages want to get 
up and dance! Bring a lunch and 
come early to join District 191’s 
elementary principals as they read 
books during Rockin’ Readers.

Nicollet Commons Park is 
transformed into an outdoor cinema 
on Friday nights. Grab your blanket 
or chairs – and maybe some 
popcorn – and come prepared to 
relax and enjoy a great show. 

Sunday nights bring another chance 
to rock out in Burnsville with the 
New Spaces Heart of the City Music 
Festival. 

BURNSVILLE BUSINESS CORNER

Off-Sale Liquor Ordinance 
Reviewed
In January and February, the Burnsville 
City Council reviewed the City’s current 
off-sale liquor ordinance.  The process 
involved research and discussion on current 
City rules, market changes, and options to 
address those market changes.  

The City Council heard from professionals 
and the public, and ultimately directed staff 
to bring forth an amendment to remove the 
cap on licenses based on population and to 
create a “Brewer Taproom” license. 
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Development/Redevelopment

Why Do You Need a Building Permit?

City, School and Chamber Recognized 
for ‘Real World Ready Career Day’
The City of Burnsville, Burnsville High School and the 
Burnsville Chamber of Commerce were recently recognized 
by the Economic Development Association of Minnesota 
(EDAM) for their work on the Real World Ready Career Day 
held last October.

Each year, EDAM presents awards recognizing the top 
development efforts in Minnesota.  The career day and its 
partnering agencies were recognized with the organization’s 
2014 Partnership Award. 

The Real World Ready Career Day attracted 150 students. 
The event began with a welcome by Burnsville Mayor 
Elizabeth Kautz and a presentation by Brian Feist – owner 
of Rock Hard Landscape – detailing his story of going from 
a Burnsville High School graduate to successful business 
owner.  The students also had an opportunity to tour two 
local companies, and talk to 20 companies and four colleges 
during a career fair that followed.

Welcome to These New
Burnsville Businesses

•	 Arijai Aesthetics & Wellness
•	 Captain Towing
•	 Poor Richard’s Commonhouse
•	 Precision and Flow Pilates Studio

If you have a new business in Burnsville 
contact Economic Development 
Coordinator Skip Nienhaus at 
skip.nienhaus@burnsvillemn.gov or 
952-895-4454 to schedule a 
welcome visit.

Fifth-Annual Senior Health & Fitness Day
Adults age 62+ are invited to take part in an active, educational and 
entertaining day. Activities for this year’s event will include a walk or roll 
through the park, fitness demonstrations and nutrition information. The 
event will take place rain or shine, 
and lunch and morning snacks are 
included. Hosted by the City of 
Burnsville, Augustana Care and the 
Burnsville Senior Center.

*Special Note: In honor of 
the event’s fifth anniversary in 
Burnsville, participants will get 
their $5 back at the event!

golfing skills. It also builds confidence and leadership as the kids share 
tips and tricks they’ve learned along the way.” 

Volunteers and staff are also available to answer questions and 
provide feedback to the young golfers. The program rounds out with a 
tournament, where junior golfers have the chance to compete for prizes. 

For more information or to register for the junior golf program or adult 
leagues call 952-641-1370 or visit www.birnamwoodgolfcourse.com.

Recreation Highlight:

Get Kids in the ‘Swing’ of Summer with Birnamwood’s 
Junior Golf Program

Receiving the award (from L to R): Tim Korby, EDAM 
2014 President; Bruce Morrissete, Burnsville High 
School Vice Principal; Bill Corby, former Burnsville 
Chamber President and Skip Nienhaus, Burnsville 
Economic Development Coordinator. 

Largest Single-Family Housing 
Development in 10 Years 
Underway
The largest single-family housing development 
in more than 10 years is underway in 
Burnsville. Coined Rose Bluff, the 48-lot project 
is springing up north of Williams Drive on 
Burnsville’s western border.  

The site grading, streets and utilities have 
all been installed, and approximately seven 
homes have received building permits, with 
most currently under construction. The project also included expanding the center turn lane along 
Williams Drive to serve as the entrance to the new neighborhood at Rose Bluff Boulevard.

A rendering of the new homes being built in the 
“Rose Bluff” development. 

Unless you work in the construction industry, you 
probably don’t spend much time thinking about 
building codes. That is, until you want to install 
a new dishwasher and find that you need a 
permit. You may be left wondering “What’s the 
big deal? I’m not building anything new?”

Building codes and permit requirements are 
nothing new. Minnesota has had a uniform 
building code for more than 40 years. Permits 
are needed to ensure that those long-standing 
construction standards are met to protect the 
investment of a property, as well as the welfare 
of those residing in the building. 

What do you get with a permit?
To help make sure your project is up to code, a 
permit will usually result in at least one visit from 
a City inspector. 

“Permits provide assurances that things are built 
and installed to meet adopted building codes,” 
said Jenni Faulkner, Burnsville’s Community 
Development Director. “Inspections from the City 
provide independent, non-bias reviews of work 
– rather than relying solely on a contractor’s 
assessment.”

It should be noted that permits and inspections 
don’t protect a project under a warranty from 
the City. Inspectors don’t review all work done 
or materials used – they only ensure that the 
work meets building code. 

However, Burnsville provides the added benefit 
of inspectors with specialized knowledge 

in areas such as plumbing, mechanical and 
electrical, which can provide more value for 
your permit.

“We can assist people who need help 
understanding the work that needs to be done,” 
said Chris Faste, Burnsville’s Building Official. 
“We can also determine whether permits are 
required and verify what a contractor says.” 

While Burnsville’s inspectors provide much 
bang for the buck, Faste also notes that there 
are some things the City unfortunately can’t 
do. Inspectors can’t help with the design of a 
remodel, recommend a contractor, provide a 
list of contractors, review contracts or assist in 
getting money back if something goes wrong 
with a project.

Who can apply for permits?
Either a resident or a contractor can apply for 
a permit. While homeowners are not required 
to hire a contractor, the City recommends that 
any hired contractor be the one to apply for a 
permit.

“The permit holder is legally responsible for 
the project,” explained Faste. “If a contractor 
applies for the permit, then that permit is tied 
to the contractor’s license. It can help hold the 
contractor accountable for his/her work.”

What about that dishwasher? 
“It sounds easy to simply hook up a new 
dishwasher,” said Faste. “However, it’s not 
uncommon to see them be improperly installed, 

causing dirty water to reenter the dishwasher or 
to leak under the sink.”

Faste says those mistakes can lead to costly 
repairs later. While permits do cost some money 
(many are between $60-$90 for small projects), 
it’s often far less costly to be proactive than to 
hire someone to fix a mistake.

Learn more about residential and commercial 
permits and projects that require them at 
www.burnsville.org/permits.

Do I Need a Permit?

Listed below are a few common projects that 
do and do not require permits. 

Required for Installation/Repair of:
•	 Decks or home additions
•	 Water heaters & furnaces
•	 Fireplaces & air conditioners
•	 Windows, siding & roofs
•	 New electrical outlets
•	 Refrigerators with water lines
•	 Hot tubs

NOT Required for Installation/Repair of:
•	 Carpet/flooring, paint & tile
•	 Fences under 7 feet high
•	 Driveways
•	 Sheds under 50 square feet
•	 Light fixtures
•	 Cable/dish television & home theaters

A complete list of concert performers and movies is available at www.burnsville.org/events, click “Summer Concerts/Movies.”  

Beginning in June, there’s no shortage of great outdoor concerts and movies for the whole family to enjoy. All of these events are free and open to the 
public, so grab friends, sunscreen, lawn chairs and dancing shoes—or sandals—and enjoy!

Register online at www.burnsville.org/recreation and click “Online Registration,” by phone at 952-895-4500 or at the Recreation Office in City Hall.
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Public Safety

Embrace the ‘Call For Any Police, Fire or Medical Response’ Mentality
A Personal Experience with 9-1-1 by Burnsville Multimedia Specialist Kristin Thomas
I was driving east on County Road 42 when 
I was shocked by a woman pushing a baby 
stroller toward oncoming traffic. She was at the 
edge of the lane, so traffic moved around her, 
but I questioned why she wasn’t on the sidewalk.

An internal struggle raged. Was there really a 
baby in the stroller? Are they in danger? Do I 
call to report this? Do I call 9-1-1? What if this 
woman gets hit by a car? What do I do?

Growing up in the 70s, I was told about a great 
and powerful tool called “9-1-1.” This was a 
number I could call if I ever found myself in a 
“life-threatening” situation. I was also warned I 
should ONLY call if it was a real emergency. I 
was taught that if I called, and it wasn’t a “true” 
emergency, bad things would happen. Maybe 
I’d get arrested. Maybe my parents would get 
arrested or fined. Plain and simple, if it wasn’t 
life or death, I wasn’t supposed to call 9-1-1.

Times Have Changed
9-1-1 is much different now. Today people are 
asked to call 9-1-1 any time they need police, 
fire or medical response. That means calling 

9-1-1 when there is suspicious activity, a noise 
complaint, or if someone falls and gets hurt.

“The original 9-1-1 message in 1967 was 
based off of the technology at that time,” 
explains Diane Lind, Executive Director of the 
Dakota Communications Center. “It took time to 
enter 9-1-1 call information, and time couldn’t 
be wasted on ‘non-emergencies.’ Today’s 
technology enables phone numbers and location 
information to automatically be entered into a 
computer-aided dispatch system.” 

The first 9-1-1 message was taught well. I’ve 
struggled with when to call and when not to call. 
I’ve talked to numerous other people, and I know 
I’m not alone. 

Lind assured me that dispatchers are trained to 
handle calls as they come in. They ask if it’s an 
emergency, and if it’s not, the caller will be put 
on hold if dispatchers are busy. The new 9-1-1 
message is to call when you need a response. 

“My advice — much like in the 9-1-1 
dispatcher’s world — is when in doubt, send 

them out,” 
Lind shares. 
“Err on the 
side of safety. 
If something 
doesn’t look 
right, doesn’t 
feel right, call 
9-1-1.”

Regardless of my internal struggle, I did call 
9-1-1 that day. I felt better knowing I may have 
helped keep this woman and baby safe. 

It is important to know that you are not 
bothering 9-1-1 operators. If you grew up like 
me, it is okay to let go of the “emergency only” 
mentality. 

It is time for us to embrace the new message, 
“call for any police, fire or medical response.”

The Dakota Communications Center (DCC) was 
established in 2005 to provide 9-1-1 dispatching 
for all of Dakota County. For more information 
visit www.mn-dcc.org.

Spring Clean Your Medicine Cabinet
Dispose of Medication the Safe Way at Burnsville Police Department

It’s the time of year to clean out those 
cabinets and drawers and get rid of the old 
to make room for the new. Take special care 
when spring cleaning the medicine cabinets. 
Unwanted, expired and unused medication 
can pose health and safety risks in the home 
(drug abuse and poisoning) and in the 
environment (polluting groundwater, which is 
harmful to fish and wildlife).

Dispose of Medication the Safe Way
Bring household medications – prescription, 
over-the-counter and pet medications to:

Burnsville Police Department Lobby
100 Civic Center Parkway

The lobby contains a designated drop box that residents can access 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

What Happens to the Medications?
Law enforcement personnel transport medications to a licensed Minnesota 
waste-to-energy facility, which then burns the waste. Incineration is 
considered more environmentally safe than other disposal methods such as 
flushing or throwing in the garbage.

How to Drop Off Medicine
Drop-off is safe and anonymous. No ID is required and no questions will 
be asked.

•	 Keep creams, gels, liquids and powders in their original container
•	 Cross out your name with a black marker
•	 Place the container in a clear, quart-size plastic bag 
•	 Remove pills from medicine bottles and place in a clear, quart-size 

plastic bag (pills can be left in their 
blister packs)

•	 Place plastic bags with medicine in the 
designated drop box

If the drop box is full, you cannot leave 
the medications at the Police Department, 
and will need to come back another time. 
Needles, sharps or fever thermometers 
are not accepted. Instead bring these 
items to The Recycling Zone in Eagan 
(3365 Dodd Rd., 651-905-4520) for 
free, environmentally safe disposal.

For more information on the drug drop-off 
program, visit www.dakotacounty.us and 
search “Drug Drop-Off Program.” 

Prescription drug drop-box at the 
Burnsville Police Department.

New Policy Means Less Sirens
In the past, outdoor warning sirens were activated during tornado and 
severe thunderstorm warnings where winds reached a sustained speed of 
58 mph or greater. From 2010-2014, this resulted in 96 siren activations.

The new policy continues to activate the outdoor warning sirens during 
tornado warnings, but increases the sustained wind speed needed to 
prompt sirens to 70 mph. If this policy had been used over the last five 
years, the use of sirens in Dakota County would have been reduced by 75 
percent. 

All other outdoor warning siren procedures will remain the same. Sirens 
will continue to be activated by the Dakota Communications Center 
located in Empire Township. When the National Weather Service issues 

warnings, the center will sound sirens only for the cities in the warning 
area. Local police and fire can also call to have the sirens activated if 
they feel it is in the best interests of public safety, such as if they see a 
funnel cloud when no warnings are issued.

You may hear fewer outdoor warning sirens in the coming years, but your 
reaction should remain the same. Go inside and get more information 
from your television, internet, radio or smartphone and take appropriate 
action. Don’t be fooled if storms are not active in your area — the storm 
may be approaching.  With this new policy, outdoor warning sirens are no 
longer “crying wolf.”

For more information visit www.dakotacounty.us and search “weather siren.”

Don’t Be Alarmed
Severe Weather Sirens to Be Used Less with New Policy

continued from page 1

Examples of 
Accepted Medication

•	 Blister packs
•	 Capsules and pills
•	 Creams and gels
•	 EpiPens
•	 Inhalers
•	 IV bags
•	 Liquids
•	 Patches
•	 Powders
•	 Tablets
•	 Vials
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